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Registration at school with refresments and historical display 
Antique Show opens (Located in security area) 
Foodstands open in town 
Historical Slide Presentation to run on the hour 
Ethnic Food Festival 
Stewart Oak featured at Country Rock Street Dance 

Marathon Races (Bicycle and Running) 
Registration at school 
Centennial Parade 
Antique Show will continue following the parade 
Fire Department Evolutions Begin 
Historical Slide Presentation to run on the hour 
JCettes' Carnival 
Dedication Ceremonies 
Heart River Wildlife Club Dedication-Shoot (Open to Anyone) 
Located two miles south and one-eighth mile east 
Beard and Costume Judging 
Bar-B-Q (2,000 tickets will be sold at $1.00 each) 
Chuck Kadrmas Orchestra featured at Centennial Dance 
Firewords display conducted by Gladstone Volunteer Fire Department 

Long X Trail Stagecoach and Conastoga Rides will be given FREE for the children all day 

Saturday and Sunday afternoon in Gladstone. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 27 

Sunday morning free stagecoach rides for ADULTS ONLY 
10:30 a.m. Interdenominational Church Services 

1:00 p.m. Alumni and Old Settlers Picnic at the Old Green River Rest Area 
(Everyone Welcome) 
Program, games, prizes, concessions 
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HOWDY: 

The Gladstone Centennial Committee welcomes you. The Committee hopes you enjoy the 
Centennial Celebration in con/unction with the alumni reunion. A small group of people have worked 
extremely hard in preparing for this event. The committee feels it has an attractive schedule of 
events that will provide you and your family with some good times. 

Over 2,000 hours of time and research went into the preparation of this book. The history of 
Gladstone is in chronological order with the exception of some pictures and the "Remember When" 
series. We realize that some significant events and family names may have been missed; however, the 
committee did the best job it could with what it had to work with. 

/ 

The committee would like to pay special tribute to Ray David and KLTC Radio for being so 
generous with public service broadcast time and to Clyde Kerner and Ed Novotny of Service Printers 
for going the tenth mile. If we may pass on a bit of advice to other Committees — by all means 
select a local printer. This book would not have been completed had it not been for the easy 
accessibility of Service Printers. The committee would also like to pay tribute to all those who 
assisted in the preparation of this book and the centennial event. We have attempted to list all those 
who helped. Our apologies to those we may have missed. 

In conclusion, much of the financial success of the Committee depends on the sale of the 1,000 
books printed. May we suggest that you consider purchasing Centennial Books as Christmas 
presents for grandchildren etc. It could be your way of helping the Centennial Committee and we'd 
certainly appreciate the assist. 

Thank you, 

Lee Leiss 
Centennial Co-Chairman 

CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE OFFICERS 

Gary Dassinger 
Co-Chairman 

BOOK COMMITTEE 

Cheryl Wieglenda 
Treasurer 

Dorothy Neurohr 
Secretary 

Lee Leiss 
Co-Chairman 

Ann Birdsall Schiwal Helen Biel Louise Dukart Lavonne Holz 
Coordinator 

Not Pictured: Kay Enger, Dorothy Kolling, Ella Kostelecky, Joann Weber, Jim Weber, Joe Schiwal, and Debbie Walth. 
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1882 - 1982 
A CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF GLADSTONE 

(By Lee Leiss - April 1982) 

CENTENNIAL VOLUNTEERS 

Diane Senn 
John Wieglenda 
Spud Martin 
Sue Grassel 
Betty Reilly 
Albert Baar 
Philip Mayer 
Kate Baar 
J. C. Neurohr 
Irene Smole 
Ewald Feiler 
Gary Moore 
Delores Moore 
Dennis Bleth 
Ernie Tormaschy 
Sandy Dassinger 
Darlene Leiss 
Dave Steinbach 
Vern Forster 
Kim Martin 
Tri-State Hole Plugging 
Ethelyn Martin 
Hilda Kaufman 
Leo Stein 
Tilli Stein 
Math Dassinger 
Hulda Dassinger 
Donna Thorstensen 
Gene Thorstensen 
Gladstone Bar 
Jim Flohr Sr. 
Western Caps Liquor 
Doug Candee 
Candee Construction Co. 
John Bleth 
Alvin Wanner 

FAMILY HISTORY TEAM CAPTAINS 

Don Wanner 
Clifford Davis Jr. 
Alice Sickler 
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Patty Martin 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
The History of Gladstone you are about to read was 
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scrapbooks, histories of North Dakota, Historical Society 
publications, Village of Gladstone records, and this writer's 
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We found many contradictions in these sources, 
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are about to read is the most comprehensive and accurate 
account of Gladstone's History compiled to date. 

THE SOURCES 
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The Gladstone Rustler 
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Louise Birdsall Dukart, Donald Kirsch: Gladstone school 
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This book would not have been a reality without the 
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of hours editing, typing, page setting, tracking down peo­
ple to identify the pictures, and all the other loose ends 
that need taking care of in publishing a book of this 
nature. LaVonne also received a great bit of help from 
Dorothy Kolling, Helen Biel, Joan Weber, Jim Weber, Joe and 
Ann Birdsall Schiwal, Helen "Ella" Kostelecky, Cheryl 
Wieglenda, Louise Birdsall Dukart, Debbie Walth, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ewald Feiler, Carla Volesky secretary at Candee Con­
struction Co., courtesy of Doug Candee, and a number of the 
Gladstone Centennial committee members mentioned 
elsewhere in this book. 



BEFORE WE CAME 
In geological times, the great glacier reached only to 

the northeast tip of what was to be Stark County. The 
upheaval, which two million years ago produced the 
mountains in Montana, merely lifted up the land of 
Gladstone and gave it a slope which hastened to erosion 
of the thick sediments which once covered the entire area. 

Further back in geological times there were dense 
forests here in the midst of humid lowlands. These forests 
account for the presence of the coal deposits in the 
Gladstone area today. Geologically speaking, Gladstone is 
located in the Sentinal Butte bedrock formation, a major 
coal bearing area. The Heart River flows thru the area from 
eastern Billings County and empties into the Missouri 
River at Mandan draining an area of 3,350 square miles. 
The Green River is a tributary of the Heart River, joining 
the Heart a half mile west of Gladstone. 

The first man who perhaps stood high atop the banks 
of the Heart River at the present Gladstone site could have 
been the Paleo-lndian man around 10,000 years ago. The 
Indians who lived along the Missouri River came to what is 
now Gladstone a thousand years ago in search of the 
Bison. The Mandan Indians hunted in this area for at least 
300 years before European man arrived. Later this area 
was also the primary hunting grounds for the Arikara, the 
Hidatsa and, finally, the Sioux tribes. The area south of 
Gladstone where Antelope Creek meets the Heart River 
was a big game kill site for the Indians. This area is listed 
as a potential state nature preserve by the North Dakota 
Park and Recreation Department. 

In 1852, the first homesteaders, Scotch Highlanders, 
arrived at Fort Pembina searching for suitable land for 
cultivation. They established Fort Daer near Fort Pembina. 
These first North Dakota settlers also inlcuded many 
French-Catholics who established the first Catholic school 
in North Dakota in 1818 and 1819. Fort Daer remained the 
only settlement in North Dakota for the next 50 years. 

On March 2, 1861, President James Buchanan signed 
the bill creating Dakota Territory, comprising 350,000 
square miles and including the present states of North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and Northern Wyoming. 
The territory existed for the next 28 years. Dr. William 
Jayne was name the territory's first governor. At this time 
the non-Indian population of Dakota Territory was 2,402 
people, according to a census conducted by the newly 
named governor. However, in what is present day North 
Dakota, there were 5,114 mixed blood people and only 76 
whites, presumably a majority from the settlement at Fort 
Daer. 

In searching thru various histories of this region, it is 
hard to determine who may have been the first white man 
to gaze upon the rolling Gladstone hills. In Father Louis 
Pfallers "A History of Stark County" published in 1978, in 
Stark County's historical book "Heritage and Destiny", he 
speculates that the first white man may have been the 
French explorer Verendryes who spent time in the region in 
1742, but then adds that his guess would be General Alfred 
Sully. If it wasn't Sully, it probably was some lonely moun­
tain man, hunter or trapper, headin' for a southern trading 
area from the north country. In any case, presuming it was 
General Sully, the General was in charge of 3500 soldiers 
in the summer of 1864 in pursuit of the Sioux Indians. The 
Tom Holmes Expedition accompanied Sully, consisting of 
123 covered wagons drawn by oxen with about 200 men, 

women and children. After several skirmishes with the 
Sioux, including one at Killdeer Mountain, the Sully expedi­
tion continued its trek westward, camping overnight near 
present Gladstone on the Green River on August 4, 1864. 

Captain Jenny's Topographical Survey of 1871 also went 
thru this area, crossing the Heart River and going about 
five miles south of present Gladstone. Captain Jenny and 
some of his men carved their names on a boulder close by 
although it is undetermined where. 

REMEMBER: WHEN MRS. KRONBAUER ALWAYS WORE A 
SCARF ON HER HEAD? 

Picture of Custer, 
George Armstrong 

CUSTER WAS HERE 
Gladstone is very much a part of the Custer Trail in 

that General George A. Custer and his Seventh Cavalry 
camped at Gladstone on its way to death on the Little Big 
Horn. The Seventh Cavalry camped on the Green River a 
mile west-northwest of Gladstone on May 24, 1876, just a 
month before the ledgendary battle. 

Less than a year after Custer's death, the government 
built Fort Keogh near present Miles City, Montana. Mail 
between Fort Keogh and Fort Lincoln was needed, and in 
1878 the government hired a contractor, John P. Miner, to 
carry mail six days a week both ways over the 310 mile 
stretch. Service-stage stations had to be established every 
15 miles. These became the first semi-permanent settle­
ments in this area. One of these stations was located just 
a half mile west on the Green River. For about five years, 
until the railroad was completed, the Keogh Trail was the 
main thoroughfare for travelers going west thru this area. 

REMEMBER: WHEN CHUCK WILLER AND BOBBY HEER 
GOT CAUGHT SMOKING IN THE INCINERATOR? 

THE RAILROAD APPROACHES 
In 1870 the Northern Pacific began to advertise in Euro­

pean cities how great it is to live in North Dakota and what 
great opportunities awaited emigrants that would settle 
along the developing railroad route. To attract settlers to this 
area, Northern Pacific got eastern railroads to reduce their 



fares for emigrants coming to Dakota Territory. This, combin­
ed with the Homestead Act of 1882, started the influx of set­
tlers into the region. 

In 1870 Northern Pacific began its railroad construction 
In Minnesota. On June 6, 1872, the first railroad car crossed 
the Red River entering North Dakota from Moorhead. The first 
railroad train reached Edwinton (Bismarck) on June 5, 1873. 
That same year, the United States was in a financial crisis, 
and the Northern Pacific went bankrupt, halting North Dakota 
railroad development at the Missouri River for six years. 

REMEMBER: WHEN THE CITY HALL WAS A SCARY 
PLACE BECAUSE IT HAD A JAIL IN THE BASEMENT? 

Gladstone's first school house built in 1885. Moved to the 
Putschler farm in 1905. Bernhart Martin riding horse at 

the Putschler farm. 

THE 1880's - THE CHRISTIAN COLONY 
Beginning in the spring of 1879, after Northern Pacific 

was reorganized, the company resumed construction. 
Grading crews traveled a few miles ahead of the track laying 
crews, covering about three miles per day. The railroad was 
completed thru the present Gladstone site in the summer of 
1880, reaching Dickinson on August 23, 1880, and Sentinel 
Butte on November 10, 1880. The railroad was not completed 
across present North Dakota, until a bridge was constructed 
across the Missouri River at Bismarck in 1883. 

REMEMBER: WHEN THE ROOSTERS CROWED ON NICE 
SPRING DAYS (IN TOWN)? 

1880 - The immediate area at the confluence of the Heart 
and Green Rivers provided a natural crossing of the river, 
many trees, a spring, and a good camping place. The Indians 
had used this area in their treks back and forth across the 
prairies and on their hunting trips. Early trappers and buffalo 
hunters had known of this good stopping place. It was a 
meeting place for scouts and all frontiersmen and a good 
trading spot for the fur agents. The survey crews and railroad 
outfits know the spot as a pleasant one with plenty of game 
in the surrounding area. Shortly after the railroad arrived, 
4,000 buffalo hides were gathered in this vicinity and shipped 
from Dickinson on the Northern Pacific. 

By the summer of 1880, a siding called Green River 
(Gladstone) had been built to accommodate the railroad of­
ficials and headquarters were set up as the Northern Pacific 
pushed westward. An immigrant house containing three 
rooms was also built that year and it housed Gladstone's first 
temporary residents, including a Mr. Poser, who was an ex-
soldier of the Civil War. 

In those days there were always a few squatters and ex­
tras following the railroad crews, thus a few drifters had con­
gregated at this site off and on until the first settlers arrived. 

REMEMBER: WHEN RAY BROST'S GARAGE HAD RABBIT 
CAGES? 

1881 - Some of the other arrivals who moved on included 
the E. F. Messersmiths. Mr. Messersmith was an official on 
the railroad, and his family became one of Dickinson's first 
permanently settled families. D. W. McKenzie arrived in 
Gladstone residing temporarily at Green River (Gladstone), 
then moved on to Pleasant Valley (Dickinson). McKenzie later 
founded the long time implement firm "D. W. McKenzie and 
Son" at Dickinson. The year 1881 was very dry, the grasshop­
pers were thick, coinciding with Laura Ingalls Wilders' ac­
count of Dakota Territory in her novel "Little House on the 
Prairie". 

REMEMBER: GUYS LIKE DON WANNER, ARTSICKLER, AND 
OTHERS SAT WITH THEIR SWEETHEARTS IN THEIR CARS 

EAST OF THE HIGH SCHOOL DURING NOON HOUR? 

Lee Brothers 



GLADSTONE'S OFFICIAL SETTLERS 
1882 - A colonization movement began early in the year 

at Rippon, Wisconsin, and materialized into a group of 
pioneer settlers. These settlers came from northern Illinois, 
southern Minnesota, Iowa, and Wisconsin. Two colonies were 
actually formed in Ripon. One group eventually became the 
first settlers of Park City, Montana, just west of Billings, and 
the second group settled at Gladstone. Officers of the colony 
were N. W. Hodge, president; O. R. Judd, vice president; J. M. 
Little, treasurer; and W. W. Robinson, secretary. 

The group that settled in Gladstone at the time did not 
know that Gladstone would be their final destination. J. S. 
Letts, A. E. Bovay, J. J. Luck, Charles Kono, and others 
departed from Ripon in March, 1882, in search of a local. They 
came by immigrant train most of the way, but in-between 
scouted various locations as far north as Fort Pembina, final­
ly selecting Gladstone as its site. This advance group arrived 
on April 27,1882, upon selecting the site this group sent word 
back to the colony of their selection. The next group of col­
onists arrived on May 3, 1882. In that first year 109 people 
came from Ripon. Of the 109, just over 80 filed homestead 
claims in the area. Of the 109, only 31 were women, although 
others came in 1883. Of the 109 who came the first year, as 
late as 1912, just two men and five women of the original 
group still remained. 

When the second wave of Ripon colonists arrived on May 
3, 1882, this resulted in the first official meeting of Stark 
County. It took place at the immigrant house. It was a heated 
meeting with tempers flairing. The colonists were arguing 
over the fine points of who was to get the choicest lots and 
homestead claims in the new settlement. These were men of 
strong and religious convictions, so they called the settle-

L - R: 
Kono -
Birdsall 

C. C. TURNER 
Real Estate Broker 

WILD AND IMPROVED LANDS, 
LOANS AND INSURANCE 

Leases Made and Taxes Paid 
for Non- Residents 

Exchanges Made Notary Public 

Gladstone, N. D. 

The first squatter on a homestead claim was A. E. Bates 
on the northwest quarter of section 8, 139-94, presently own­
ed by Felix Haich. J. F. Perry erected the first building in 
Gladstone. It was built for his lumber office and stood on lot 
one, block 14, the present site of the Post Office. G. S. Cryne 
purchased this lot from Perry and later sold the building to Ira 
Lawrence who moved it to his homestead on the northeast 
quarter of section 36, township 140-95, which is owned today 
by Herbert Lawrence. During the hustle and bustle of building 
activity at this time, there was a carpenter by the name of 
Mike Lally. Lally it seems had a particular fondness for 
whiskey and was soon found out and run out of town by the 
Christian colonists. It's interesting that the name of a Nora 
Lally appears in 1901 as the purchaser of the Colombia Hotel. 
In fact, when Nora Lally later sold the Colombia to Jacob 
Rothschiller in 1904, Mike's name appears on the abstract for 
deed as Nora's husband. So apparently, Mike sneaked back 
into town! 

REMEMBER: WHEN THE GRAPE DANCE WAS A BIG EVENT? 

ment "THE CHRISTIAN COLONY". They weren't above put­
ting aside the little differences that arise when one sees the 
piece of sky one envisions, and that vision becomes a reality. 
As an example, Gilbert Cryne filed a homestead claim on the 
southwest quarter of section 20, 139-94 now owned by the 
Bogner Boys. Meanwhile, O. Bissel, Gladstone's first post­
master, also filed on the same piece of land. Mr. Bissel spent 
$2,000.00 disputing Cryne's claim and eventually lost the 
case. The claim was only worth about $400.00 at the time if a 
buyer could be found. 

The original members of the colony association each 
paid $20.00 and were entitled to the deeds of two town lots if 
they settled there. If they did not emigrate to the location, 
they were to receive only one lot. During the research, it was 
found that the many who did not stay turned over their lots in 
the original village plot to fellow colonists or sold them for a 
dollar. The result was that many of those who stayed in the 
early years owned a considerable number of lots. 

REMEMBER: WHEN LORENZ RUDRICK WAS THE JANITOR 
AND ALL THE BAD AND GOOD TIMES THE KIDS GA VE HIM? 

Andrew Jopp, another of the early arrivals, erected the 
first large building, a tailor shop on the back of lot 16, 
block 14. This was directly behind what was to be the Kirsch 
and Jopp Store, the Farmers Coop Grocery Store and present­
ly the city shop. Andrew also constructed one of Gladstone's 
first comfortable homes. 

That fall Gilbert Cryne and E. L. Scofield built their hard­
ware and general merchandise stores. Cryne built his hard­
ware and outfitters store on lot 2, block 14, the site of the pre­
sent post office. Cryne sold a lot of general merchandise that 
was popular with the buffalo hunters at that time. He also 
sold grain, flour, pork, and ammunition. The buffalo hide and 
the fur trade was big business at this time. E. L. Scofields 
store was completed just before September 12 and Cryne's 
shortly after. E. L. Scofield displayed the first stock of mer­
chandise in the Dickinson-Gladstone area, according to an 
account by Cryne in a Dickinson Press article from 1912. 
Scofield's store, a general merchandise store with living 
quarters on the second floor, was located on lot 16, block 14, 
the present site of the city shop. They called it the Barney 
building in those days and that building was moved to a Mrs. 



L. Scott homestead two miles west of Taylor where it was ser­
ving as a home there as late as 1912. 

That same fall, A. B. Robinson built the first drug store. 
This building was later moved to the Candee farm on 
Antelope Creek and was being used as a dwelling house as 
late as 1912. 

REMEMBER: WHEN GIRLS DROVE ONLY ON VERY SPECIAL 
OCCASIONS? 

W. W. Robinson erected the first hotel in Gladstone on 
lot 20, block 15, the present site of the Farmers Union Oil 
Company. The hotel was managed by Theodore Dunn and it 
opened in the late fall of 1882. The following year Robert Lee 
bought it upon his arrival and used it as a dwelling place until 
his death in the 1890's. It remained vacant for a number of 
years then was purchased in 1899 by W. A. McClure and Her­
man Lentz for $400.00 and eventually by Jacob and Katie 
Rothschiller in 1904 for $1300.00. The hotel which had many 
additions over the years was referred to as Hotel Gladstone, 
Gladstone Hotel, The New York Hotel, The Colombia, and the 
Rotschiller Hotel. It was either dismantled or burned by fire 
between 1919 and 1922. The Rothschillers sold the property 
to John Dolwig, Wm Prindle, Anton Degel, John Kampf, and 
Peter J. Kirsch for $1,000.00 on September 26,1922. Just prior 
to that time, a build from block 14 was moved to this location 
and among other things, served as a post office. Ten years 
later, in 1932, the same group, lead by banker Dolwig, sold the 
property to Casper Enger, where a service station was 
established. Enger then moved his service station, and the 
Farmers Union Oil Company started at this location in 1934. 
Enger sold the prorty to Pete Walery in 1936 for $1,900.00, ap­
parently leasing it to the co-op. J. P. Herold, the first manager 
of the Co-op Oil Co., bought the property from Walery on 
Febraury 1, 1928, for $2,750.00, and then sold it to the 
Farmers Union Cooperative on May 13, 1943, for $3,500.00. 
Thus was the history of lot 20, block 15, the Farmers Union site. 

Theodore Dunn, the manger of the hotel, also filed a 
homestead claim and,in cooperation with H. C. Sickles, 
began plans for the area's first brickyard at Gladstone. 

City of Gladstone 19Q5. Big house in front of the elevator 
was known as the Windsor Hotel and Reilly Hotel which 

was the same location as Schiltz Garage. 

Some of the other firsts in '82: Gladstone's first post­
master was O. C. Bissel, establishing one of the first post of-

First Flour Mill west of the Missouri. 

large Tailor Shop building. The first Congregational 
mininster was a Reverend Todd, followed by a Rev. G. Bar­
num. Barnum also served as one of Gladstone's first school 
teachers prior to the construction of the first school. The first 
saloon was opened by Walton and Davis. H. C. McQuarrie 
built the first blacksmith shop and filed a homestead claim. 

REMEMBER: WHEN DEGELS HAD ANIMALS IN TOWN AND 
THAT SMELL KEPT DRIFTING ACROSS THE SCHOOL 

YARD? 

James G. Campbell was Gladstone's first attorney and 
may have been the community's only attorney. Campbell was 
the only person mentioned as being an attorney in all the 
newspaper articles and documents researched over the 100 
year period. The opening of the west has stirred Campbell's 
wonderlust. Early in 1882, he sold his newspaper in the east 
and, with his wife and two sons, packed his household good 
and supply of lumber and came to Gladstone from Muskegon, 
Michigan. James Campbell's was the first house in Glad­
stone and also was used as a hotel at times in later years. It 
was either constructed on lot 12, block 12, or lot 16, block 16, 
the first two lots purchased by Campbell. Campbell also 
homesteaded between Gladstone and Dickinson. He became 
one of the first three Stark County Commissioners. (See the 
County Controversy) Campbell later moved to Dickinson and 
also became the Judge of the Probate Court. 

John Dolwig 
BEAL ESTATE - NOTARY PUBLIC 

All Kinds of Insurance 

Gladstone, North Dakota 
Rev. William Cooke, a member of the Ripon Colony, 

received an appointment in October. Rev. Cooke, who is the 
maternal great-grandfather to the Candee boys - Leslie, Gor­
don, Doug, Lyle, Howard, and Milo - was a Methodist mis­
sionary minister. His parish extended from Mandan as far 
west as Medora. Rev. Cooke filed his homestead claim at 
Gladstone that year and later sent for his family from Wiscon­
sin. Rev. J. S. Letts, another of the original colonists, was 

fices west of the Missouri. It was located in Andrew Jopp's another of the first of the men of the cloth. Letts also filed a 
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homestead claim and started plans for a second Gladstone 
Hotel that year. Although it was never mentioned, it is believ­
ed Letts was of the Episcopalian faith, as the first Gladstone 
church was called the Methodist-Episcopalian. 

Early settler Charles Kono took up government land and 
erected a shanty 10 by 12 feet which was later blown down by 
a storm. Thus until housing quarters could be erected, the 
wide open spaces with the starry sky for a canopy served as 
the Kono sleeping quarters. Kono later bought a team of 
mules and did freighting to Deadwood, South Dakota, prior to 
filing a homestead claim. Charles Kono was the father of 
Watson Kono who resided in Gladstone for many years. 
Charles is Rose Kono's father-in-law, and a great uncle to the 
children of the late Joe C. and Fred Birdsall. 

REMEMBER: WHEN THE SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADES 
PLAYED "KISS TAG" AT RECESS? 

After the merchant and homesteader Gilbert Cryne arriv­
ed in May of '82, he stayed a few days in order to draw lots for 
his claims, then he returned to Fondulac, Wisconsin, to 
escort his family back to Gladstone. Daughter Estelle Cryne 
Hagburg, the eldest of four children and her parents slept in 
the Northern Pacific immigrant house upon arriving. They 
slept on the floor after gathering boughs from the trees along 
the Green River, then they covered them with their blankets. 

Two railroad cars, one containing their furniture and 
household goods and another with their stock, had been sent 
out under the care of J. H. Birdsall, the grandfather of the late 
Joe C. and Fred Birdsall, and the father of John Summerfield 
Holmes Birdsall. The Cryne family had brought their 
treasured grand piano, books, fine dishes, beds and bedding, 
chairs, and other household necessities of the day. Black 
Spanish chickens were brought as well as a pair of canaries. 
Mrs. Cryne's precious plants included a cala lily, myrtle tree, 
geraniums, and ferns. Three horses, one a Cleveland Bay 
Trotter and two Morgan mares, and a Devon cow were 
brought to stock their new claim. The Cryne's first home was 
finished in September of '82. It was a seven room frame 
building located where the Gladstone Post Office now 
stands. It was a hardware store and home combined. The liv­
ing quarters consisted of a living room, a large kitchen, and 
four bedrooms. One large, front room facing east, served as 
their hardware store. The first water for these early settlers 
came from springs down the bluff about two blocks from their 
place. One of these springs continues to flow a century later 
on the former Joe Kappel Sr. log cabin property next to the 
present Heart River bridge. The Cryne's soon had a well dug 
by a man called Jackson. Each family in the immediate area 
shared the cost of the well. 

REMEMBER: WHEN EVERYONE HAD A NICKNAME (SOME 
WENT THROUGH SCHOOL WONDERING WHAT THEIR 

NAME REALLY WAS)? 

Gladstone Meat Market 
ANTON DEGEL, Pr*p. 

Gladstone, N. D. 

GLADSTONE'S FIRST KNOWN DEATHS AND BIRTHS 
There were three children born that first year. Russell 

Sorber Lawrence was the first white child born in Stark Coun­
ty. He was followed by Alice Campbell and Orlando Cornell. 

One of the other families to arrive this first year, the 
Kitells, experienced tragedy early, as Mrs. Kitell succumbed 
in September to cancer. She was buried on their claim, which 
was located where the present Anton Martin family now lives 
about two miles east of Gladstone. The second death was 
that of a young Mr. Jackson, the well diggers son. Jackson 
and his son were digging a well for James G. Campbell when 
the son was overcome by gas fumes and died. Prior to these 
two community deaths, a soldier by the name of Jerold 
Douglas has been killed by Indians and was buried near 
Gladstone. Old timers talked about the grave being there in 
1880 and being marked with a wooden epitaph describing the 
soldier's fate. 

That first year, the Rev. J. S. Letts performed the first 
Stark County marriage at Dickinson on the Fourth of July bet­
ween Charles Brislin and Charles Klinefelter's eldest 
daugher. 

REMEMBER: WHEN IT WAS A BIG DEAL TO GET THE CAR 
ON SATURDAY NIGHT? 

E T T M A N N A R C H I V 

Choice Meat and Sausage 
HIGHEST MARKET PRICES PAID FOE LIVESTOCK 

WILLIAM GLADSTONE 

A LITTLE ABOUT GLADSTONE'S NAMESAKE -
William Ewart Gladstone 1809-1898 

Because many of Gladstone's early settlers carried 
English names prior to the arrival of the Hungarian and Ger­
man immigrants, the community was named after the famous 
English Prime Minister and Statesman William Ewart 
Gladstone. Gladstone has been hailed as the great liberal 
Prime Minister of Britian's golden age of parliamentary 
government. He was born December 29, 1809, at Liverpool, 
England, and was of pure Scottish descent. Gladstone held 
the position of prime minister on four different occasions 
with a total fo 13 years service. He was serving his second 
term as prime minister at the time Gladstone's early settlers 
chose to name the community after him. 

Gladstone was credited with giving England its first ade­
quate system of elementary schools and insisted on com­
pulsory attendance, abolished the system of purchasing com­
missions in the army, introduced the secret ballot in elec­
tions, and introduced the legalization of trade unions. 



Gladstone, a religious man of the Anglican faith, was a 
beautifully proportioned man and a most impressive figure 
even in exteme old age. Gladstone died at Hawarden Castle 
in Flinshire on May 19, 1898, and was buried in Westminster 
Abbey. 

Gladstone wrote a letter to Gladstone's early settlers, 
sending his best wishes. The letter was received the first 
week of May 1883. 

REMEMBER: WHEN THE FLOODS TOOK THE OLD BRIDGE 
OUT AND THE PEOPLE HAD TO CROSS THE FOOT BRIDGE? 

GLADSTONE OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED 
1883 - Although the original townsite of Gladstone was 

plotted in 1882, its official filing did not occur until February 3, 
1883, by Northern Pacific officials. The townsite is located on 
Section 17, Townshp 139 North, Range 94 West and is 2,348 
feet above sea level. 

Probably the most accurate picture of Gladstone's 
growth during its infancy and for the entire first century is 
contained in the property records at the Stark County 
Register of Deeds Office, if one wants to spend endless hours 
scanning the abstracts and documents. Here one will find the 
written documents of homestead claims, property transfers 
and leasing agreements - some dated before the county was 
organized. 

The first deed recorded in book number one of Stark 
County, authenticates the transfer of lot 8, block 20 in the 
town of Gladstone, County of Stark and Territory of Dakota. 
The tract was transferred from William W. Robinson of Ripon, 
Wisconsin, to Hector McQuarry of Gladstone on July 5,1883, 
at 9:00 a.m. The property was later owned by long-time 
Gladstone resident and pioneer, Lorenz Dassinger. Lorenz's 
son, Matt Dassinger, lives there today. 

The first sale of a business was the sale of Gilbert 
Cryne's hardware store. Cryne sold the store to A. B. Robin­
son just prior to farming the homestead. Cryne's first crop 
yielded 42 bushels per acre. His wheat ran as high as 26 
bushels per acre with an average of 20, and 58 bushels per 
acre for oats. 

REMEBMER: WHEN SCHOOL PICNICS MEANT A RIDE ON 
THE BACK OF SOMEONE'S TRUCK? 

GLADSTONE SCHOOL DISTRICT # 2 
On January 9,1883, the Gladstone School township con­

sisted of a part of Stark County between the east line of range 
94 and the west line of range 95. It was from north of the 
Custer Trail down to the South Dakota line. On July 9,1883, it 
was organized as the Gladstone School District # 2 by the 
Stark County Commissioners. In April 1883 a committee was 
formed and construction of a new school started. In the 
meantime, Miss Jeannie Campbell, daughter of James G. 
Campbell, who had a diploma from Muskegon, Michigan High 
School, started teaching the first school in early June. A 
former land office building was remodeled to serve as a 
meeting hall and temporary school. That spring the citizens 
voted to build a new school. J. F. Perry was a director and An­
drew Jopp was the treasurer. The first school was 20 by 30 
feet with two doors, one at each end of the structure. The 
boys and girls hung their cloaks on opposite walls inside. The 
girls used one door and the boys the other. This building was 
finished by June 19, and at this time Mr. Edward Patrich also 
assisted Miss Campbell with the teaching duties. 
Gladstone's first students included Claude Turner, Mary 
Cryne, Orissa Cryne, Summerfield Birdsall, Ed Robbins, 
George Robbins, Ernie Robbins, Bertha Lee, George Tear, 
Lace Tear, Minnie Cooke, Ed Cooke, Fred Cooke, and Charlie 
Cooke. Early teachers also included Mrs. Ira Lawrence, Rose 
Gallager, and Jean Sellers. 

REMEMBER: WHEN WATSON KONO WAS THE FRIENDLY 
BARTENDER? 

Colombia Hotel constructed in 1883. Served as Robert Lee 
residence, later called Rothschiller Hotel, located at the 

present Cenex store. 

Class picture about 1910. Front row: Jack Grassel, Ferdinand 
Mossereck, Benn Haven, Stephen Dassinger. Middle row: 
Lorenz Dassinger, Walter Haven, Grover Jopp, Tina Brown, 
Hazel (Lee) Prindle, Mary Glasser. Back row: Gilbertin Cryne, 
Katy and Max Starhan, George Focht, Vivian Turner, Susan 

Sterhan, Magdeline and Lizzie Glasser. 

THE COUNTY SEAT CONTROVERSY -
RAILROAD TERMINAL 

Gladstone's destiny and fate were pretty much sealed in 
the spring of '83. The two major factors being: 1. The selec­
tion of Dickinson as the county seat. 2. The railroads decision 
to make Dickinson the terminal point on the Northern Pacific. 

The Northern Pacific's main reasons for selecting 
Dickinson as the railroad terminal point were the fact that 
Dickinson had established itself as a main point on the Black 
Hills freight and stage lines. Another reason not often heard 
about was the fact that the original depot in Gladstone was 
constructed in an area where the railroad did not have the 
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flexability to build the needed roundhouse, track, water 
towers, and maintenance buildings. And the story goes that 
at the time the railroad made the decision, it could not obtain 
enough land from the citizens of the day to construct the 
facilities. 

Over the years, one has heard a lot of old timers talk 
about what Gladstone might have been if it hadn't been for 
the big fire, etc.; however, in reality, the railroad's terminal 
decision and the county seat factor relegated the village's 
future to a secondary role. One can surmise this by looking at 
any map of North Dakota, or most any state for that matter, 
and see it is and has been difficult to establish two large com­
munities within 10 miles of each other. Also, Gladstone's 
population did not vary much more than 40 or 50 persons 
either way over the first 100 years, peaking after the turn of 
the century. 

In the spring of '83 there was intense excitement as 
Gladstone and Dickinson competed for the county seat. It is 
really a short story. The County Seat Controversy a few 
rumors and tales need to be dispensed with. Many Gladstone 
citizens have heard references over the years that if George or 
Robert Lee or some other person would have won the elec­
tion, Gladstone would have been the county seat. There were 
refernces that these persons lost by one vote etc. The fact is, 
the county seat decision was settled rather simply. That 
spring the citizens of Dickinson, of Gladstone, and of Taylor 
all sent petitions to the new Dakota Territory Governor, Ord-
way, requesting that their respective city or village be 
designated the county seat. Governor Ordway side stepped 
the issue by appointing three commissioners, two from 
Dickinson, H. L. Dickinson and James Colister, and one from 
Gladstone, James G. Campbell. The County Commissioners 
were to decide the issue and they did so. A vote was taken, 
and the two commissioners from Dickinson voted for that 
site, and Campbell, the commissioner from Gladstone, voted 
for his hometown. The result: Gladstone loses the county 
seat by one vote. The citizens of Gladstone, needless to say, 
were very unhapply with the situation. 

Starting on June 16, 1883, Gladstone had a correspon­
dent for the Dickinson Press, strangely enough that person is 
never mentioned by name. That Gladstone corresoondent 
wrote in the June 5 Press of that year: "Stark County is 
organized and Dickinson has taken the lions share as was ex­
pected, but I believe good sound judgement would have dic­
tated a more equitable division of the offices than was made. 
Taylor, for instance, has quite a thriving population and feels 
as though they were ignored and they will surely remember 
these things as will also all the settlers along the line east. It 
will take a good deal of Dickinson whiskey to unlock the 
question when the people have a chance to settle the matters 
by a popular vote. We shall all quietly submit to the uncalled 
for steal, but can bide our time and will just as surely as time 
goes on have our revenge and it will be ample. There is no 
use in Dickinson thinking that she with her quota of roughs 
can rule the balance of the county, nor can she get the county 
divided and make Dickinson the permanent county seat of a 
new county." 

Thos. Fimrite 
JOHN DEERE IMPLEMENT DEALER 

Gladstone, North Dakota 

COMPLETE LINE OF FARM MACHINERY & REPAIRS 

REMEMBER: ALBERT LENZ AND HIS BOTTLE OF 
BUDWEISER AND HIS FAMOUS ALBERT LENZ CHILI? 

EDITORS NOTE: The popular vote the Gladstone correspon­
dent referred to never came. We researched all the issues of 
the Dickinson Press up until the time the first courthouse was 
constructed in 1886, including the Stark County Commission 
meeting minutes. We could not find a reference to a popular 
vote on the issue. This vote, we surmise would have come 
before a decision would have been made on the construction 
of a courthouse in Dickinson. The major reason it may have 
never come to a vote is that by 1885, Dickinson was at least 
twice the size of any community in the county, and a popular 

vote would have been futile. 

REMEMBER: WHEN CHUCK WILLER FRUSTRATED COACH 
HOFF WITH HIS HOOK SHOTS FROM MID COURT? 

The old Gladstone bridge constructed in 1899. Washed away 
in 1950. In the background the old Gladstone Opera House. 

Following the Gladstone correspondents previous quote, 
The Dickinson Press Publisher and Editor Scott replied: "Our 
Gladstone correspondent relieves himself of a heavy load 
this week by calling the citizens of Dickinson roughs and 
heaps upon them many other abuses all because Gladstone 
was not so lucky. He will probably think better of us after a 
short time, we can stand the dose brother. He (The Gladstone 
Correspondent) tells us that Gladstone is growing, that the 
country around it is looking like and eastern country and that 

East view of Cliff Street. On right is the Kress house present Russel Scott home. On the left the 
former HT Ranch house former Ray Brost residence. Taken at the turn of the century. 

9 



everything and everybody is doing well. Unlike him, the peo­
ple of Dickinson and surrounding country have no bad feeling 
or ill will towards Gladstone or anybody at all as he has for 
Dickinson. I'm glad to hear of its prosperity proving that a 
good town and surrounding country within 10 miles of Dickin­
son cannot help but have the same and make it what it is now 
and what it is destined to be in the near future, the best town 
west of Mandan in Dakota Territory. It is true that Dickinson 
has been selected as the county seat. The selection was 
made by wiser, longer, and older heads than that of your 
esteemed correspondent. That this selection was not ar­
bitrarily made and is understood that such men as H. L. 
Dickinson, James Collister, and James G. Campbell made the 
decision and selection based upon the fact that Dickinson 
was already larger than all the other towns in the county com­
bined, has good farming country around it as any in the coun­
ty and a better one south of it. This writer (Scott) has had am­
ple opporunity to obtain the feelings of many Gladstone, 
Taylor, and Richardton citizens in regard to the location of the 
county seat and they all express themselves as well satisfied 
with Dickinson and with the appointment of county officers 
by the commissioners realizing that any office in the county 
is now troublesome at least and not at all a desireable thing to 
have. The people of Dickinson expect the county seat to re­
main here as it ought to, and think no more dividing Stark 
County than a hen dividing her flock or the people of Dakota 
favoring division on the line of the Missouri River. Dickinson 
people, like all other in Stark County, are all pioneers in the 
battle of life and from their experience know the prosperity of 
any people depends largely on the unanimity of which they 
work and pull with their fellow man and therefore deem it very 
unjust and ungentlemenly in your Gladstone correspondent 
to vent his spleen and hatred towards Dickinson by calling it 
a whiskey town, and it citizens a band of roughs. Whiskey, 
Dickinson has, as has every well regulated community in 
Dakota. Men of power and muscle, she has too, for they are 
the men of Dakota that have made it what it is today." 

REMEBMER: WHEN EDWIN WANNER AND SOME OF THE 
GUYS TIED JIMMY BAISCH TO A FENCE POST? 

I p . f 1 , " ft A f i ftlj Pi 

SHAP b HO? 
G L A D S T O N E , N . E U K . 

After Governor Ordway appointed the county commis­
sioners, the commission held its first meeting on May 30, 
1883. H. L. Dickinson was elected chairman, James G. Camp­
bell was elected clerk of the board, and James Collister was 
the third member. The commissioners voted two to one for 
Dickinson as the county seat. 

Flashes from 1883: Theodore Dunn, H. C. Sickles, and 
Thomas Evans began the maufacture of brick. Mr. Sickles 
developed a patent process with burning brick and lignite 
coal. The brick from this brickyard can be found in the foun­
dation remains of the old mill on the banks of the Heart River 
in Gladstone today. Also, bricks from this birckyard were us­
ed to construct Belfield's first town or meeting hall. Thomas 
Evans, the brickmaker, also shipped the first carload of buf­
falo bones east out of Gladstone. The collecting of buffalo 
bones was big business at this time. Two fads of the 1880's 
were sweeping the area. Everyone had to own either a dia­
mond willow cane or a polished buffalo horn. Gilbert Cryne 
owned both. The Weeks Brothers of Whitewater, Wisconsin, 
arrived, one of them to practice his profession of Denistry and 
the other to file a homestead claim. Tradegy almost overtook 
the Rev. William Cooke's family. On April 9, while the material 
for the homestead house was being moved to the farm by 
wagon, a sudden rise of the Heart River, as the ice went out, 
dumped a load of lumber and the occupants - the Rev. Cooke, 
Mr. Sission and the Cooke boys - into the icy water. Men on 
the north bank helped rescue the men and most of the lumber 
was retreived. Roll Turner and Fred Ingram, carpenters, were 
very busy with work const ruct ing various Gladstone 
businesses and homes. H. C. McQuarrie, the blacksmith who 
could practically do anything with heat and a piece of iron, 
was very busy. Mr. Lundine, a farmer, moved his family from 
Gladstone to the homestead where he was breaking and 
seeding. The Brown's moved to Gladstone from Tower City, 
Dakota Territory. Andrew Jopp built an addition to his Tailor 
Shop in the spring, then headed east to purchase his spring 

DOLWIG 
& DUCKHORN CO. 

DEALERS IN 

Groceries, Dry Goods, Shoes, Clothing, 
and Farm Implements 

Highest Prices Paid for Farm Produce 

G l a d s t o n e , - N . D . 

stock. Mr. Little, one of the leading men of Gladstone, is 
building a residence on the farm. This Mr. Little was James 
Little Sr. who was a member of the Ripon colony. Mr. Little 
brought his family from Iowa inlcuding sons Jim Jr., John, 
and Bill. They all homesteaded on Antelope Creek at a couple 
of locations. James Sr., also was the owner of lot 1, block 15 
that first year. This was the future site of the John G. Wilier 
residence for many years and is the present residence of Deb­
bie Buckley. James Little Sr. died just after the turn of the 
century, son John died in 1916. His funeral was held at the 
Methodist Church in Gladstone, and later in 1936 or 1937 Jim 
Little Jr. passed on. Bill and Jim Jr. were bachelors. Rev. 
E. M. Vittum, Congregationalist minister, arrived in May to 
hold regular services. The first Gladstone merchant to adver­
tise in the Dickinson Press was Andrew Jopp. He was referred 
to as "The Gentleman Tailor". J. S. Letts was continuing with 
plans for Gladstone's second hotel. A Dr. McDonald of 
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Dickinson was the first physician to call professionally at 
Gladstone. Andrew Jopp, in addition to operating his Tailor 
Shop, was breaking land on his beaver farm. (Maybe the 
beaver dam behind present Frank Forester's was the spot?) 

REMEMBER: WHEN BASKETBALL PLAYER SAMMY BIRD­
SALL WAS LEE LEISS'S IDOL? 

Frank Morgan inaugurated a grand hunt that spring. A 
farmer by the name of Mr. Tracy broke 80 acres of sod. Mr. 
Coldwell of Chicago established a homestead in the Heart 
Valley bringing two railcar loads of equipment including four 
yoke of cattle, six head of cows, farm machinery, and 
household goods. O.A. Perry built a residence on his claim. The 
Gladstone citizens turned out and built themselves a good 
wagon road to the Heart River. Thomas Way brought his fami­
ly from Atwater, Wisconsin, and built a house on his 
homestead. The village had a tradesman who called himself 
"The Iron Pounder", his name was McHeck. Mr. Haskin, 
another homesteader. Jopp, Burnton, and company and their 
matched ponies and hunting dog Nimrod went on a grand 
hunting expedition. The Hertle family arrived in May. Hertle 
began repairing wagons and farm machinery and sold a supp­
ly of hardwood. Don Forbes, one of the town's first musi­
cians arrived, homesteading just outside the village. G. S. 
Cryne also became Gladstone's first implement dealer tak­
ing on a line of agricultural implements that spring. In May, 
the citizens got up a petition drive to eliminate a clause pro­
hibiting the sale of liquor stricken from their deeds. They held 
a meetng at which the subject was hotly discussed, after 
which they moved not to accept their deeds with that clause 
in it. The clause had been included by the original Ripon col­
onists. Andrew Jopp became the first merchant in the town to 
purchase a fire proof safe. Robert Lee arrived in Gladstone in 
August with his family, son George W. and George's son Rufus 
B. and Mrs. Jeanette L. Lee. Lee had arrived earlier in June to 
scout the town, then returned, immediately making plans to 
construct a flour roller mill. 

Frank Bayer 
John Loh 
Mathias Bayer 

President 
Treasurer 

Manager 

Adam A. Lefor 
founder of Lefor and 
the First State Bank 
of Gladstone. 

BAYER & LOH CO. 
DEALERS IN 

Grain, Flour, Farm Machinery, 
Lumber and building 

Material 
Gladstone, - N . D. 

REMEMBER: WHEN MELVIN KOPPI DID EVERYTHING 
WRONG WITH HIS SHOT, BUT MOST ALL WENT IN? 

THE FIRST REFERENCE TO SPORTS 
The Dickinson Press carried the following in a November 

1883 issue: "The usual peaceful village of Gladstone was 
disturbed this week by some of its citizens engaging in a set 
to according to the rules of the London prize ring. Slugger 
Sullivan might make a match in Gladstone." The reference 
was to John L. Sullivan who became the world heavyweight 
bare knuckles champion in 1882. Sullivan was the last world 
champion of the bare knuckles category. The bout the 

John L. Sullivan World Heavy 

Weight Champion in 1882. 

citizens were trying to promote, as you may have guessed, did 
not materialize for the Gladstone gladiator group. 

One of the big events of '83 was the passing of twenty 
carloads of silver bullion weighing 200,000 pounds and valued 
at $350,000.00. The train passed thru Gladstone on July 14 
enroute from Helena, Montana Territory, and was shipped to 
Newark, New Jersey. It was the first large shipment of bullion 
over the Northern Pacific road. 

NEWCOMER HINTS PUBLISHED IN 1883 
The breaking season extends from about May 15 to July 

15. A good team is made up of three horses or mules that 
weigh up to 1,200 pounds each or two yoke oxen. 

Sowing grain begins as soon as the frost is out of the 
ground to the depth of a few inches. This is generally around 
April 1. It takes about two weeks to complete this job. 

Good farm horses cost from $100-175; cows are worth 
$35 apiece; and working oxen from $80-120. Standard makes 
of farm wagons run about $75.00. Good common lumber 
ranges from $18.00 to $25.00 per thousand along the railroad 
line. 

Settlers usually work for each other in exchange or for 
wages agreed upon. A good horse can be put up for $550 to 
$700. Good water abounds. The country is as healthy as any 
in the world. 

Settlers can find people of their own nationality in 
various places in the country. 

REMEMBER: WHEN ALFRED DASSINGER WAS KNOWN 
FOR HIS ROUND HOUSE CURVE? 

Music Teacher and her piano students. Vivian Turner 
Dietsche (husband was pastmaster for many years in 
Gladstone). Back row: Esther and Ruth Candee, Doris "Dot" 
Gregg Hagburg, Gladys Candee, Ann Faulkner, Kathryn 
Dassinger. Front Row: Naomi Gregg, Doris Little, Guy and 
Akelaide Turner, Sue Dassinger Grassel, Marvel Birdsall. 

11 



East view of Gladstone Depot, Farmers Elevator, later the 
Birdsall Elevator, and Powers Elevator. 

THE FIRST SOCIAL GROUP 
The Daughters of the Prairie organized that year. One of 

their socials was held on November 29 at Turner's Hall on 
Thanksgiving. An oyster supper was served at a charge of fif­
ty cents. The groups goal was to provide a library service by 
pooling books. 

Gladstone's population at the end of the second year 
was around 150, although about 300 lived in the immediate 
area. The population of Dickinson, according to the minutes 
of the Stark County Commissioners, was approximately 500 
at the end of 1883. 

REMEMBER: WHEN SPUD MARTIN WAS A HARD THROW­
ING RIGHT HANDER? (RELIEF PITCHER) 

THE FIRST WEDDING 
The last week of March 1883, Miss Mathalda Johnson 

married Nelson Guston. The wedding took place at the 
Gilbert Cryne residence. Guston was a section boss on the 
Northern Pacific. 

REMEMBER: WHEN CHESTER MOORE AND FRANK AR­
NOLD TOOK THOSE TRIPS TO THE RIVER AFTER EXAMS? 

1884 - The Rev. J. S. Letts completed the construction of 
Gladstone's second hotel. It was called the Hotel Windsor 
and was located on lots one, two and three of block 13. The 
Hotel Windsor was owned by Letts and later his widow until 
its sale in October 1906. It was actually the only hotel during 
most of this time period because Robert Lee purchased the 
first hotel and used it as his residence. Anthony Reilly pur­
chased the Windsor in 1906, and it was called Reilly's Hotel 
until 1922. The hotel was either dismantled or destroyed by 
fire in the early 1920's. M. J. Raschko bought the lots in 1922, 
then sold them to J. P. Herold in 1935. Herold sold the proper­
ty to Pete Walery in 1938, Walery in turn sold the property to 
Lowell Schiltz in October 1946. Schiltz then constructed a 
garage on the site, operating it until he sold to Gary Senn in 
1978 where Senn now operates the facility as Gladstone 
Truck-Tractor Service. 

The first years real estate assessments for Stark County 
went like this: Dickinson, $61,924; Gladstone $15,406; Taylor 
$11,301; and Richardton $23,000. 

Gladstone's first literary society was organized early 
that year by H.S. Barnum. Barnum was the groups first presi­
dent and the secretary was Tina Lee. The group held regular 
debates and programs and were a very aggressive group. 

REMEMBER: WHEN ROBERT LAUB, EDWIN LEFOR, JOHN­
NIE BLEW, AND DICK BAAR SPENT MORE TIME IN THEIR 
CARS THAN ON THE DIAMOND DURING BASEBALL PRAC­
TICE? 

FARMER'S UNION 

OIL COMPANY 

Gladstone, N. D. 

Petroleum Products 
Automobile Accessories 

Farm Supplies 

J. P. Herold, 
Manager 

GLADSTONE'S FIRST FIRE 
On Tuesday, January 22, 1884, the community ex­

perienced the first of many fires over the first century. The fire 
broke out at 1:00 a.m. in one of the Northern Pacific boarding 
cars. Work crews on the Northern Pacific slept in these units. 
R. L Scofield discovered the fire. The depot building was sav­
ed but received much damage. However, the old immigrant 
house which was a 30 by 60 foot building and located just 
east of the depot was entirely destroyed along with two 
boarding cars. 

Shortly after that fire, Gladstone organized its first fire 
department. They called the department the Niagara Fire 
Company. The group held regular monthly meetings and on 
March 1 of that year ordered their first piece of fire fighting 
equipment, a small pump. The organization after a number of 
years dissolved. The community was without a fire depart­
ment for some years until the group was reorganized in 1912. 
The first members of that first department in '84 were John 
Keeling, John Smith, H. C. McQuarrie, R. J. Turner, and Col. 
Bissell. 

REMEMBER: WHEN SISTER ETHELINE TOLD THE SCHOOL 
KIDS THE STORY ABOUT "ITSE CREAAM AN CAAKE"? (ICE 

CREAM AND CAKE) 

GLADSTONE FARMERS UNION 
ELEVATOR COMPANY 

Seed-F lour -Feed-Twine-Sa l t 

Mgr. Leo N. Ziegler 

Phone 4271 
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Gladstone Main Street-1908. It should be noted that the 
Turner Land Company is located on the first block west of 
the Gladstone Post Office. North view of the old mill and elevator in the 1890's. 

THE4TH0FJVLY- 1884 
The people of Gladstone celebrated the Fourth of July on 

the third instead. Amidst their preparations that day the 
11:00 o'clock train from the west came in and the Dickinson 
Silver Cornet Band debarked along with many prominent 
citizens of that city together with their wives, sisters, and 
sweethearts. 

A long procession was formed by the guests and towns­
people as they marched to the hotel where a fine concert was 
enjoyed. The oration of the day was delivered by H. W. Bates. 
The Rev. Mr. Hoover, J. S. Letts, and Western Starr followed 
Bates with patriotic comments. The citizens then enjoyed 
some good will in the waiting rooms of the depot as a severe 
thunderstorm spoiled the afternoon's amusements. The 
Dickinson people departed on the 4:00 train. 

REMEMBER: HOW HERMAN NAUMANN SPREAD HIS LEGS 
WHEN SHOOTING HIS JUMP SHOT AND DAVE SICKLER 
PRACTICALLY COMBED HIS HAIR WHILE SHOOTING HIS? 

THE GLADSTONE RUSTLER 
George W. Lee began the publishing of the county's 

second newspaper. It was called the Gladstone Rustler and 
was first published on January 29, 1884. It was a short lived 
paper as it was discontinued in 1885. The paper was also 
published on a sparodic basis. George Lee probably got 
around to publishing it when he was not occupied with help­
ing his father construct the flour mill. The Rustler consisted 
of four pages, 14 by 20 inches. 

Another newspaper was published in Gladstone that 
year but the publisher was apparently a no-gooder and that 
paper was short lived. In November of 1984, a Mr. Sheppard 
came to Gladstone and began publishing a paper called the 
Gladstone Express. Sheppard was chastised by Mr. J. J. 
Ridell, the Gladstone grocer, in a letter to the Editor of the 
Dickinson Press in December. The letter read in part, "I warn 
the citizens of Gladstone that this man will not pay his bills 
and is not all above board". The paper soon vanished as did 
Mr. Sheppard. 

REMEMBER: EMIL WIEGLENDA AND HIS HAPPY GO LUCKY 
ATTITUDE? 

THE FIRST FLOUR MILL WEST OF THE MISSOURI 
Robert Lee and his son George W. broke ground for the 

first flour mill west of the Missouri in September, completing 
construction in the fall of 1885. Robert Lee was a veteran 
miller and this milling venture was the eighth venture. The 
main building was constructed right on the cliff overlooking 
the Heart River, just west of the present town hall The 
building was a three story affair, 30 by 44 feet, with a wing 
across the road that was 16 by 44 feet. An elevator was later 
constructed adjacent to the wing. The facility operated as a 
full fledged mill until it was destroyed by fire on the night of 
January 12, 1910. The fire destroyed just the mill on the cliff 
bank and did not damage the elevator or flour warehouse 
across the road. At the time the mill itself was constructed, it 
cost $11,000.00. When the mill burned in 1910, Mrs. George 
Lee estimated the loss at $15,000.00. They did not have in­
surance on the facility, and Mrs. Lee stated in a 1910 January 
issue of the Dickinson Press that the Lee's would not rebuild 
the mill. Although the Lee's made a decision not to rebuild, 
the facility was rebuilt in the 1910's and was operated by the 
Gladstone Milling Company, until it was sold to the Farmers 
Cooperative in 1930. The mill burned a second time on March 
31, 1936, and at that time the elevator was also destroyed. 

REMEMBER: WHEN ELMER OUKROP DEMONSTRATED HIS 
BOXING SKILLS ON THE GUYS AFTER TRAINING WITH HIS 

BROTHERS JOE AND VICTOR? 

KIRSCH & JOPP 
DEALERS IN 

Groceries, Clothing, Dry 
Goods and General 

Merchandise 
Gladstone, N. D. 
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ADAM A. LEFOR 
DEALER IN 

Dry Goods, Clothing. Boots and 
Shoes. Furniture, Hardware, General 
Merchaudise. Crockery, Flour, Lutn-
her. Lime, Salt, Machinery, Harness 
ofall Kinds, Lands, Loans. Insurance, 
Horses, Caskets and Hearse for 
Funerals. Business Transacted in 
English and German. Call me up 
by Telephone. 

NOTARY PUBLIC 

Bring Your Country Produce 

Lefor, - - N. D. 

THE VILLAGE'S FIRST ELECTION 
The communities citizens voted on the township form of 

government and passed ihe issue 40 to 4. In March they also 
voted on a $2,500.00 issue to build an additional school house 
in the village and the issue was defeated 23 to 17. The 
citizens then put the issue back to a vote at a reduction to 
$1,500.00. It then passed with 49 votes being cast. In that 
same election J. F. Perry was elected director of the board 
and Andres Jopp, treasurer. 

FLASHES FROM 1884: The infant son of Nels and 
Mathaldis Gustin, John, age four months, died. The funeral 
was held on Febraury 4, 1884, with Rev. Barnum officiating. 
George Smith of Fonda, Iowa, homesteaded just outside 
Gladstone. J. S. Letts won the first law suit among Gladstone 
citizens, winning a judgement against grocer Mr. Ridell in the 
amount of $5.00 and court costs. Gladstone's first barber was 
M. C. Brown, arriving in April from Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
John Davis arrives. Monday, June 9 a baby girl was born to 
the E. L. Schofields. The A. B. Robinsons had a baby boy on 
June 25. J. S. Lette opened the first coal mine on his farm in 
June. The brick plant was in full production, managed by O. F. 
Lindquist. The construction of the county road going south 
was begun that summer. A Mr. Wieglenda arrived from Ohio in 
June and opened Gladstone's first shoemaker shop in Mr. 
Jopp's old store. Dr. Coyle, Gladstone's first resident physi­
cian, arrived in August. J. J. Ridell opened a new grocery store 
in September. G. S. Cryne started building a new home in 
September on his homestead. He built the home out of stone 
and the structure located on what was referred to for many 
years as Stone Grange farm. It was still talked about in the 
1930's. Dick Adams was the village carpenter. Nels Gustin 
was making plans to build a large brewery two miles east of 
town (these plans apparently never materialized, as this was 
the only reference to a brewery in press stories thereafter). 
H. C. McQuarrie opened a second saloon. The buffalo in­
dustry comes to a close as the Bison have vanished. 

By the end of 1884, Gladstone was known as somewhat 
of a cultural community. The Daughters of the Prairie main­
tained a library. Most of the people in the community were 
educated, well-read and well-balanced. Singing school, 
literary clubs with debates and programs, home talent plays, 
socials, spell downs, and picnics in the summertime were 
among the events which provided entertainment in those 
days. 

REMEBMER: HOW THE HIGH SCHOOL GUYS WOULD DRIVE 
UP AND DOWN THE STEEP HILLS AT THE OLD PARK BY 

THE RIVER? 

1885 - THE FIRST CHURCHES CONSTRUCTED 
The f i rst two churches were buil t th is year, the 

Methodist-Episcopalian and the Congregational Church. The 
Methodist-Episcopalian was built in the present Wolfe addi­
tion in the present park area and stood until it was tore down 
in the 1950's. The Congregational Church served that faith un­
til the turn of the century when it was sold to the Catholics for 
$500.00. It served as the first St. Thomas Church. Rev. E. L 
Hood was the pastor of the Congregational Church that year. 
Rev. Cooke was the Methodist Minister. Both churches were 
completed and dedicated in November of 1885. 

The Robert Lee Roller Mill was completed on Friday 
evening, August 28. Local citizens had a basket picnic at the 
mill. There was much dancing and other amusements. The 
first wheat bought by Robert and George Lee for the mill cost 
between 60 and 65c a bushel. Oats was 30c a bushel. Other 
Gladstone prices in '85: Best family flour $3.25 per hundred; 
potatoes at 25c a bushel; turnips 20c a bushel; onions $1.80 a 
bushel; green apples $2.40 a bushel; butter 35c a pound; 
granulated sugar, nine pounds for $1.00; porterhouse steak 
20c a pound; sirloin 20c a pound; round steak 18c a pound; 
pork roast 15c a pound; ham 171/2c a pound; breakfast bacon 
17c a pound; antelope 5c a pound; venison 6V2C a pound; lard 
15c a pound; cheese 20c a pound; eggs 25c a dozen; and 
vinegar 35c a gallon. 

Foreground is the Gladstone stockyards in the 1920's. 
Background is the Methodist Church constructed in 1885. 

REMEMBER: FATHER WACKER AND HIS TEMPER? 

Flashes from 1885: Miss Sisson was teaching school. Dr. V. 
H. Stickney made regular calls on patients in Gladstone. 
Charlie Augel and Jerry Hayes were horse sellers and buyers. 
The engine house and steam pump owned by the Northern 
Pacific Railroad burned the night of November 16. Rev. Gib­
son, Congregationalist minister, severed his ties. The first 
funeral service held in the Methodist Church was for Mrs. 
Alexander Porter who died on December 22. In December the 
citizens had met and formed a cemetery association. The 
cemetery site was located near the northeast corner of the 
northwest quarter of section 16, 139-94. S. D. Greg settles in 
Gladstone. He doubled as a barber and went into the imple­
ment business with R. J. Turner prior to filing a homestead 
claim. County Superintendent of Schools Evans apportioned 
part of the school funds to the districts as follows: Dickinson 
$224; Gladstone $223.00; Taylor $99; Richardton $140. 
Gladstone had four passenger trains pass thru the town daily 
with the Pacific Express passing thru about 5:00 a.m. These 
four trains passed thru the community during the daylight 
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hours. A band of Crow Indians entertained with a war dance 
on a Sunday in July. They were painted, powdered, and dress­
ed in regulation war dance style. A big circus played in the 
summer of '85. H. C. McQuarrie sold his salloon to Mr. Hetn 
from Iowa. 

REMEMBER: WHEN CHESTER WILLER WAS KNOWN AS 
THE FLYHAWK? 

3>hUliips 

0£ 
Gas 

ENGER'S 

SERVICE STATION 

Oil 

Modern Cabin Camp 
1886 - The highlight of the county was the construction 

of the first Stark County Courthouse in Dickinson and its 
dedication was on the Fourth of July with Theodore 
Roosevelt as the featured speaker. Many Gladstone residents 
attended that dedication and the Fourth of July festivities. 
The stone for the courthouse cornerstone, a large gray sand-
sone of fine quality, came from a quarry near Gladstone and 
was furnished by R. J. Turner, a Gladstone resident. It was 
placed in the southeast side of the building and contained 
the following: "Erected in 1886; H. L. Dickinson, T. S. Under-
hill, R. Lee, Commissioners; P. Plettenberg and Renken, 
builders." 

Many Gladstone citizens en­
joyed the words of Theodore 
Roosevelt at the Fourth of 
July ceremonies in Dickinson, 
in 1886. This was also the 
dedication of the Stark Coun­
ty Court House. 

Flashes from 1886: The citizens experienced a terrible 
winter in '86 and '87. Robert Lee became county commis­
sioner after James G. Campbell moved to Dickinson. Captain 
J. G. Saunders arrived in a blizzard on March 5. Saunders, a 
civil war veteran, was a surveyor by trade. After 
homesteading three and a half miles south of the former 
Philip Wanner farm, he went into the surveying trade. 
Amongst other projects, he surveyed and plotted the New 
England town site. Bertha Sadler and Robert Muecke were 
married in Gladstone by Justice of the Peace O. A. Bissel, 
also the Gladstone postmaster. 

REMEMBER: WHEN MRS. TOLZMAN SWEPT HER 
SIDEWALK FIVE TIMES A DAY? 

1887 • S. D. Gregg filed a claim on the present site of Paul 
Tormaschy's farm, three miles north of town. He built his 
claim shack when the Sitting Bull scare swept the region. As 
a result, he built a block house made out of bridge timbers. 

Here Gregg farmed for many years. He was best known for 
the threshing rigs he took about the country. He was among 
the first to organize a crew and do custom work. George and 
Lace Tear and Bill and Earl David were some of the young 
men who worked with him in later years. It was not uncom­
mon for Mrs. Gregg and other farmers wives to have 30 men in 
such a crew to feed at harvest time. 

At the time of the Sitting Bull scare, Gladstone formed a 
company for protection. Captain J. G. Saunders, the civil war 
soldier, was elected captain. His son Goob Saunders used to 
herd sheep at the top of hills and look for Indians near 
Gladstone. 

REMEMBER: WHEN SWEDE HAG BURG PLAYED FARMER 
WITH HIS LITTLE McCORMICK TRACTOR? 

WHAT CHILDREN DID TO HAVE FUN BACK IN THE 80's 
Children were out of doors so much of the time, cold 

weather and warm. They played various games that all 
children in all places do, running, jumping, tag, and so on. 
They gathered rocks, agates, pebbles, even arrow heads, and 
other reminders of their recently unsurped neighbors, the In­
dians. They gathered wild flower, berries, and fruit. They 
made pets out of rabbits, antelope, and deer. They would 
watch and chase gophers endlessly or try to trap them. 

Then there were exciting things going on around them, 
building and construction of new homes and places of 
business; people began to trek in by wagon and ox cart, or on 
the railroad. Whenever a trapper brought in a load of furs and 
hides from the frontier, he had a crowd about him in no time 
to hear his experiences and to tell him of news of civilization. 

The children had to help about the family domicile to 
keep things going with the crude equipment they had. The 
family housekeeping wasn't accomplished in a matter of a 
few hours, it was an 18 or 20 hour day, back breaking grind to 
wash, iron, clean, and feed a frontier family. 

Even school terms were only a very short period to fit into 
the weather picture and at times when the children could be 
spared from home duties and actual agricultural work. Child­
ren were always happy to be loaded into a wagon or cart 
to go on errands with their elders. Coal had to be hauled, 
wood brought in to be split and cut, and often water had to be 
carried. 

The majority of youngsters learned to ride horseback at a 
very early age and were able to entertain themselves in this 
fashion as well as be of service. 

What few toys each family possessed were really 
treasured, such as dolls, books, music boxes, or such. Adults 
were kindly in their treatment of youngsters. They were often 
full of ingenuity in fashioning playthings for their small fry. 

The women with their sewing ability and a bit of cloth or 
hide or fur could dress up a stick doll to please any little girl. 
The boys knew who was handy with the whittler's knife or 
carpenter tools and would be willing to give hours of leg-
ability for such treasurers. After all, "Indians and Cowboys" 
were all about them and a plentiful supply of sticks for 
mounts and guns and the whole prairie to "hunt" in. And little 
girls then, as now, played "house" by the hour and day and 
year, imitating the familiar scenes around them. 

As the 1880's came to a close Gladstone was maintain­
ing pretty much a status quo. The original merchants who 
established the first firms were very stable and many of them 
were still around in the 1900's. 

REMEMBER: WHEN THE KIDS MADE SKIS OUT OF RAIN 
BARRELS AND SKIED REILLY HILL? 
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THE 1890's - THE HT RANCH 
THE HT RANCH 

The HT Ranch, also known as the Little Missouri Horse 
Company, was big business in Gladstone in the 1890's. The 
ranch was founded and owned by A. C. Huidekoper of Mead-
ville, Pennsylvania, in 1884 with headquarters at Deep Creek, 
about 12 miles west of Amidon. On the ranch he ran both 
horses and cattle, but chiefly horses. Like all other early day 
ranches the H T had only primitive buildings to begin with, but 
later Huidekoper erected a large residence with interior 
finishings of oak. This was perhaps in all of its appointments, 
the best equipped ranch in North Dakota. Huidekoper bought 
the alternate sections of land in three townships from the 
Northern Pacific and built a drift fence between his open 
range and the level country to the eastward to prevent his cat­
tle from drifting from the Badlands into the open country in 
times of blizzards. 

Huidekoper had the best large band of horses that was 
ever run in Dakota, many of which were either purebred or 
high grade Percherons, although he had bought some of the 
Indian ponies from de Mores that had formerly belonged to 
Sitting Bull's band. 

REMEMBER: FRANCIS "THE GUNNER" BOGNER, ONE OF 
GLADSTONE HIGH'S BETTER BASKETBALL PLAYERS? 

Reilly's Grocery 
A Li t t l e S to re In A Big Communi ty 

Dan R i v e r , Hand icu t s , G inghams 

We Sell The Bes t - Ea t The R e s t 

Huidekoper tried the experiment of breaking his young 
horses to have them ready for sale to eastern buyers. 
With this end in view, he built large feeding barns in 
Gladstone. Here he erected a house for the manager, put 
up a blacksmith shop, and an office where he kept a large 
quantity of veterinary and other supplies. The colts were 
taken here at weaning time, although he took some as yearl­
ings and two year olds. Here they were all handled and broke 
to the halter. He bought hay and oats and the colts were fed 
rather freely and developed well. He found, however, that he 
was unable to sell them for enough money to cover the cost 
of the feed and overhead entailed by this establishment. The 
large barns in Gladstone were torn down and sold to farmers 
throughout the country. 

The H T operation in Gladstone at one time covered most 
of blocks 9 and 11 and a portion of block 10 where the office 
stood. This later became the Ray and Elizabeth Brost home. 
The barns in Gladstone were torn down in 1906 and 
Huidekoper sold his 70,000 acres of land for slightly under 
$300,000.00 to Pabst Brothers Brewing Company of 
Milwaukee and in the following July his band of about 3,500 
horses were sold to the Campbell Reid Commission Com­

pany of St. Louis. After closing out the ranch, he went into 
Montana and continued in the ranching business until his 
death in 1919. 

REMEMBER: WHEN ARLYS BIRDSALL ANDERSON GAVE A 
TEST. THE INSTRUCTIONS TOLD THE STUDENTS THAT ALL 
THE ANSWERS WERE TRUE IN THE TRUE-FALSE TEST, YET 

SOME STILL FLUNKED IT? 

Florence Birdsall Eastgate, Marvel Birdsall Culver on Maude 
the first pony in Gladstone and Joe Birdsall. 

The 1890's would have been a time of little change for 
Gladstone had it not been for the HT Ranch branch that was 
established in the community this decade. A second wave of 
immigrants also began to arrive from Hungary and other 
foreign countries. Most of these German and Hungarian set­
tlers originally settled in the Richarton area with many of 
them then moving on to the Gladstone area and a good many 
to the Lefor community prior to the establishment of that 
town. Some of the settlers and the land they eventually settl­
ed on in the 1890's included: Jacob Anton and his wife Annie 
Weldi S. 28, T. 138, R. 94; Nick and Anna Lech Anton, S. 8, T. 
138, R. 94; William and Lizzie Tanberg Dobit, S. 8, T. 138, R. 94; 
Joseph and Katie Bechtel Dobitz, S. 28, T. 137, R. 94; John and 
Annie Menchius Focht, S. 20, T. 137, R. 95; Josef and 
Madalena Lux Gartner, S. 18, T, 137, R. 93; Christ and Sophia 
Koenig Grasl S. 17, T. 139, R. 94; George and B. Dauenhauer 
Gratz, S. 4, T. 140, R. 95; Peter and Annie Kohler Holz, S. 30, T. 
138, R. 93; John and Rosie Hack Huth, S. 8, T. 138, R. 94; Frank 
and E. Orso Kirschenheiter, S. 14, T. 138, R. 94; F. and Maggie 
Schneider Lech, S. 18, T. 138, R. 94; Andrew and Mary 
Duckhorn Loh, S. 33, T. 138, R. 94; Bernart and Rose Schefler 
Martin, S. 12, T. 137, R. 95; Nick and Louisa Keortz Martin, S. 
15, T. 137, R. 94; Joseph and Barbara Schroeder Mayer, S. 20, 
T. 137, R. 94; Peter and Barbara Ebach Nuber, S. 12, T. 137, R. 
95; Joseph J. and Katherina Schiwal Schmidt, S. 28, T. 139, R. 
95; Joseph and Anna Seiler Schroeder, S. 32, T. 137, R. 94; 
John and Wilhelmina Krank Steckler, s. 24, T. 140, R. 95; Nels 
G. and Bertha Gunderson Swenning, S. 26, T. 138. R. 94; 
George and Lizzie Arch Ulshak, S. 31, T. 138, R. 94; Mathias 
and Katherine Lefor Werth, S. 24, T. 138, R. 94. Most of these 
settlers came from Hungary. 
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REMEMBER: THE HIGH SCHOOL GYM AND ITS BALCONY? 
JUMP SHOOTERS ENDED BASKETBALL GAMES WITH 

BLOODY KNUCKLES. 

Gladstone also saw the construction of its second 
elevator during this decade. The other being the old mill 
elevator. 

REMEMBER: WHEN THE KIDS USED TO PLAY COWBOYS 
AND INDIANS AT THE OLD MILL? 

Flashes from early 1890's: Thomas Evans, the former 
brickyard operator, was referred to as the Gladstone cattle 
and sheep king. Evans was also the Western North Dakota 
Checker Champion during the early '90's. The first horse pow­
ered thresher was purchased by S.D. Gregg when he started 
his custom threshing business. The first box score for 
baseball appears on July 13, 1895, as Taylor defeats 
Gladstone by a score of 25 to 16 on the Fourth of July. Taylor 
had Fred Freeman, a professional pitcher, on their side; other­
wise the game would have been very close. C. F. Clark um­
pired. John J. Wehner was born at Gladstone in 1895. 

1896 - Captain J. G. Saunders is elected Stark County 
Clerk of Court. He served in that position for 18 years. After 
he was elected he sold his homestead and moved to Dickin­
son. John Enger homesteads nine miles south of Gladstone. 
His daughter Palma was born in September of that year. 
Christ Bagley homsteads in the same area. Charles Kono is 
elected sheriff of Stark County for a four year term. Mr. Link is 
the school teacher. The roller mill is manufacturing a fine 

cereal food. Orlando Cornell, one of the first three children 
born in Gladstone, is still a resident. The N. C. Hallidays are 
residents of the village. 

REMEMBER: WHEN THE CITY HALL WAS A SCARY PLACE 
BECAUSE IT HAD A JAIL IN THE BASEMENT? 

1897 - Joseph H. Birdsall, original Ripon Colony settler 
dies and is buried in the Gladstone Cemetery. 22 children are 
attending the Gladstone School. The term started on Monday, 
February 1. Anthony W. Link is the teacher. S. E. Ryan is an 
elder of the Methodist Church. George Richter is another resi­
dent. The first week of March, a George Roberts is plastering 
Mr. Wieglenda's house and laying a floor. John Enger's 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. Enger, and sons Frank and Jens 
P. file a homestead claim nine miles south of Gladstone. The 
Lutheran Pioneer Cemetery is established south of 
Gladstone. Kari Bagley, daughter of Christ Bagley, is buried 
there that year. The cemetery ground was donated by John 

St. Philips Catholic Church sixteen miles north of Gladstone. 

Enger. September 4, 1897, the Gladstone boys beat the 
Dickinson nine, no score available. The John Duckhom family 
arrives. Mrs. Vinage was also teaching school in Gladstone. 
In July the Gladstone baseball team defeated the Taylor nine 
by a score of 38 to 11. This time Taylor did not have a profes­
sional pitcher and the Gladstone boys got their revenge. 

REMEMBER: WHEN ROGER "THE BUILDER" BIRDSALL US­
ED HIS CANDY MONEY TO BUY NAILS AND BUILT THINGS? 

1898 - Mr. Edward Bonnie is teaching school. Some of the 
pupils enrolled were: Grover Jopp, Elsie Jopp, George Focfit, 
Hazel Lee, Jack Grassel, Steve Dassinger, Lorenz Dassinger, 
Tina Brown, Vernon Turner, Anna Strumm, Gilbertine Kline, 
Mary Glosser. The P. H. Dassinger family arrives in 
Gladstone. The Gladstone Cemetery is surveyed and 
established on September 15. It was surveyed by James G. 
Saunders. The president of the Cemetery Association was E. 
J. Standifird and the secretary was John Little. The cemetery 
was established on two acres of the northeast corner of the 
nortwest quarter of Section 16, 139-94. This same piece of 
ground has been used as the cemetery since 1885. The 
citizens got around to surveying it and making it legal this 
year. 

REMEMBER: SUPERINTENDENT "DOC" 
EVER PRESENT PIPE? 

HEER AND HIS 

1899 • Jacob Rothschiller arrives in Gladstone. The 
future hotel operator first served as a barber and also pulled 
teeth. Barbers in those days also doubled as dentists. The 
county constructed a new bridge across the Heart River this 
year. The bridge stood for over fifty years until it was washed 
out in the spring of 1950. The Gladstone baseball team 
defeated Dickinson on the Fourth of July by a score of 13 to 7. 
Gladstone's line-up consisted of Turner, third base; Kenjosky, 
second; Swarthert, first base; Cassady, catcher; Smith, pit­
cher; Ditchie, the short stop; Moran, center field; Wilson, right 
field; and Drury, left field. 32 pupils were attending the 
Gladstone school. The school board consisted of: Clerk - G. 
S. Cryne; Treasurer - Fred Schlapmann; Directors - E. W. Kit-
tell, John Wieglenda, and John Little. 

REMEMBER: WHAT HAPPENED WHEN WALT FOCHT 
BOUGHT THE BASKETBALL TEAM A CASE OF QUARTS 

(BEER) AFTER THE TEAM BEAT MANDAREE? 
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Immigrants arriving at Gladstone Depot, October 18, 1898. Among those pictured are Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Herold, Sr.; Andrew 
Krier holding Andrew Herold, Jr.; Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Herold and children; Mr. and Mrs. Stephan Strieker; Mrs. Nick Martin; John 
Schmitzer; Joe Meyer; Joe Anton; Frank Lefor of Dickinson; Peter Herold; Mrs. Frank Schank; Mr. and Mrs. Carl Huth, Sr.; John 
Huth; R. J. Turner; Mr. and Mrs. Peter Dassinger and family; the Nauber family; Lorenz Dassinger; Mrs. Math Wagner; Mrs. Joe 
Schiwal; Carl Huth, Jr., and others. 



1900's - THE SECOND WAVE OF SETTLERS 

Mrs. Lee, Hazel Prindle, Mrs. C. C. Turner, Martha Birdsall. The three children in the front 
are, Robert Lee, Claude Turner, Jr., and Florence Eastgate. These are some people on the 
above picture. 

Jacob Rothschiller 

REAL ESTATE 
Gladstone, 

JACOB K R I K R , 
Notary Public. 

N. D. 

P K T E R WKGHSSER 

Krier & Wegesser 
DFALERS IN 

Dry Goods 
Clothing, Boots and Shoes 

HATS AND CAPS 
Notions and Fancy Goods 

Groceries , Crockery and Hardware 

Highest Prices Paid for Farm Pro­
duce. . Land For Sale and Money to 
Loan. Business transacted in Ger­
man and English. 

GLADSTONE. N. D. 

Compliments 
of 

WALERY'S BAR 

Gladstone, N. D. 

1900 - At the start of this decade, Gladstone was at its 
Zenith as far as activity and new settlers were concerned. The 
HT Ranch operation, a colossal establisment for those times, 
was at its peak. The Gladstone branch employed 20 men who 
brought the horses from the range at ranch headquarters in 
Amidon to be housed in the barns, handled and broke. The 
barns housed between 300 and 400 head of horses at a time. 
The population in the immediate area was probably at an all 
time high as the second wave of settlers arrived in the early 
1900's. The population of the village, however, was just 220. 
With the many homesteaders, the immediate area population 
was around 400. It must be remembered that there were a lot 
of small farmers at this time and towards the latter part of the 
decade larger farms and fewer farmers were the rule, the 
trend that was to continue into the 1980's. 

Agriculture was beginning to change. The first 25 years 
farmers planted mostly wheat and flax. Big time ranching 

was a thing of the past. This was a time when dairy and stock 
raising was on the upswing and sheep raising started to take 
great strides. Wool was of prime importance at this time. 

Flashes from 1900: Gladstone had a big Fourth of July 
Celebration. The ceremonies took place near a bowery 
erected near the railroad warehouse. Rev. William Cooke of­
fered prayer. Gilbert Cryne read the Declaration of In­
dependence, and Captain C. E. Gregory gave a speech. R. J. 
Turner acted as the master of ceremonies. After a picnic 
lunch the people went north of the railroad a short distance to 
Gladstone's one-half mile race track. At that time it was a kite 
shaped track and was considered the finest in the country. 
The half mile pony race was the first called. Entries included 
Victor Hayes and a horse called "Bogus"; John Reilly and 
"Arab"; Fred Cornell and "Nancy"; C. C. Turner won the big 
foot race. In the boys foot race, Nick Seiler and Victor Hayes 
won in that order. The first reference to an automobile in 
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Lone Star School part of Gladstone School District. 
Front to Back: Linnet Safford (teacher) lived with 
Sue Grassel's family. Mary Wagner, Sue Dassinger 
Grassel, Anna, Johnny, and Bertha Zauner, and Mary 
Dassinger. 

Gladstone appears from the research. During the Fourth of 
July Celebration, a group from Taylor had an automobile on 
display thru the day, although its type went unmentioned. 
Elizabeth Huth was born. Rollin J. Turner is the Postmaster. 
Those serving on the school board were: Clerk - G. S. Cryne; 
Treasurer - H. C. Stoxen; Directors - E. W. Kittell, John 
Wieglenda, and M. C. Brown. 

Here are some of the farmers who arrived during this 
decade and the locations of their farms: Peter and Maggie 
Haech Becker, S. 8, T. 139, R. 94; Frank Bogner, S. 15, T. 138, 
R. 94; E. D. and E. Culver, S. 25, T. 140, R. 95; Frank and Flora 
Dobner, S. 12, T. 139, R. 95; Anton and Emelia Enger 
Duckhom, S. 32, T. 138, R. 94; Anton and Eva Schwager Freer, 
S. 10, T. 139, R. 94; Andrew and Theresa Hansel Hees, S. 20, T. 
140, R. 94; Andrew and Mary Garabench Heidu, S. 12, T. 138, 
R. 95; George and Katherine Zehr, S. 6, T. 140, R. 94; D. A. and 
Eva Jakobzic Hilyer, S. 6, T. 140, R. 94; Joseph and Elizabeth 
Wever Kaiser, S. 12. T. 138, R. 94; John and Agnes Bogner 
Kramer, S. 10, T. 138, R. 94; Michael and Magdolina Sehr 

Laub, S. 12, T. 139, R. 95; Math and Annie Koch Lefor, S. 26, T. 
138, R. 94; Julius and Fredrica Schroeder Lenz, S. 20, T. 139, R. 
94; Gilbert and Olava Larson Lunde, S. 8, T. 138, R. 94; Donald 
and Jennie Munson McMartin, S. 30, T. 138, R. 94; Herbert 
Marty, S. 10, T. 139, R. 95; Anton and Sophie Underwager 
Mergel, S. 14. T. 137, R. 95; Valentine and Agnes Haich 
Mertzluft, S. 6, T. 139, R. 94; R. W. and Lorinda E. Bailey Neal, 
S. 2, T. 138, R. 94; Nick and Mary Merschdorf Rudrich, S. 9, T. 
139, R. 94; Anton and Mary Anna Giel Schiwal, S. 1, T. 137, R. 
94; Josef and Mary Maesner Schmidt, S. 28, T. 139, R. 96; J. H. 
and Annie Larsen Shurtliff, S. 1. T. 139, R. 95; Peter and 
Theresa Hipp Staat, S. 22. T. 137, R. 94; Anton and Eva Lux Uli-
john, S. 10, T. 138, R. 94; John and Susie Kampf Walery, S. 26, 
T. 138, R. 95; Frank and Elizabeth Wilhelm Werth, S. 6, T. 139, 
R. 94; Paul E. and Clare Muecke Wieglenda, S. 20, T, 137, R. 
93; Lorenz and Annie Feimer Wilhelm, S. 6, T. 140, R. 94; John 
Zanner, S. 4, T. 138, R. 94. 

REMEMBER: THE TIME A PRIVY CAUGHT FIRE NEAR THE 
KIRSCH AND JOPP STORE, WHEN GROVER JOPP, GLAD­
STONE'S FIRE CHIEF, TRIED TO EXTINQUISH THE BLAZE 
WITH A BUCKET OF GASOLINE, THINKING IT CONTAINED 

WATER? 

•r. : -. 

r 

Grassel's butcher shop in 1908. Anton Degel is one of 
the young men pictured. 

Lee Lumber Yard. Lorenz Rudrick pictured to left. 
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The old St. Thomas Catholic Church. 

THE FIRST CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IS FORMED 
Beginning in 1900, what is now St. Thomas Parish 

became a preaching station, without a church, but with mass 
said at stated times. Rev. Mdefonse Pesche, O.S.B. attended 
the station at this time and later served as a parish priest 
from 1911 to 1913. The first mass in Gladstone was 
celebrated in the fall of 1899 at the Peter H. Dassinger home. 
Some Catholics had begun to arrive in 1898, but there were 
only a few at the time of the first missionary visits. Among the 
Gladstone settlers who aided the missionaries in laying the 
groundwork for St. Thomas Church were Peter H. Dassinger, 
Peter Burghard, and another Peter Dassinger. The Gladstone 
Parish became a mission in December 1903 and was attended 
by Rev. Alphonse Henn, Rev. Bonavneture Goebel, Rev. 
Boniface Simmen, Rev. Rudolph, Rev. Benedict Peter, Rev. 
Pesche, Rev. Paul, Rev. H. Mullen, Rev. Basil Thum, and Rev. 
Felix Hummer from the monastery at Richardton. There were 
between 70 and 90 in the congregation at this time. On 
August 30, 1903, the First Congregational Church trustees, 
J. S. Letts, E. W. Kitted, and O. E. Vinnedge, sold their 
church which was constructed in 1885 to the Catholic Church 
for $500.00. The first building was paid for by donations, 
some from non-Catholics. The bell for the church was 
donated by a non-Catholic, a Mr. Caldwell. 

Disaster struck in 1909 when lightning hit the little 
church and completely destroyed the building. Until a new 
building was erected, mass was celebrated in the public 
school house and community hall. December 20, 1911, three 
lots south of the railroad on the banks of the Heart River were 
purchased for a new church. In 1912 a new house of worship 
was erected at a cost of $2,400.00. It took three months to 
construct and it seated 150 people. Bishop Vincent Weherle, 
O.S.B., with the help of Peter Kirsch and John Dolwig, 
solicited the funds to build the new church. A second bell was 
donated to the church by John Reilly in 1912 at which time it 

was blessed in memory of his parents, Mary and Tarragh Reil­
ly. The rectory was completed in 1916 and the first resident 
priest, Rev. Alphonse Henn, lived in the house which was 
located south of the church. This was the house that served 
as the public school housing for superintendents in later 
years. Father Feeney bought the old rectory and moved it out 
to the Dickinson Dam for a summer cabin. 

In 1925 when Father Conrad Lotter was pastor, an addi­
tion was build to seat another 100 people. During the next five 
years more furniture and fixtures were bought. The beautiful 
stained glass windows were installed in 1929. 

The old timers remember Father Lotter as a very 
energetic man who loved to work outside. He built stairs and 
a pathway all the way down the bank of the river just behind 
the rectory. He also had built beautiful grottos on the corners 
of the church yard. Some of his religion students recall hav­
ing class out on the benches on the north side of the old rec­
tory. 

Father Stanislaus Sticka was the pastor during the 
Depression. He was there from 1934 thru 1947. He had a hard 
time paying the bills. 

When Father Felix Andrews was pastor, the old parish 
house was vacated. Father "Andy", as he was called, moved 
into the house where the sisters had been living which is the 
present parish house. Some of the other pastors were: Father 
Florian Krank - 1951-52; Father Valerian Sabutos - 1952; 
Father Joseph Wacker 1952-1963; Father Jacob Schumacher 
1963-1970; Father Joseph Adkins 1970; Father Albert Leary 
1970-71; Father Robert Feeney 1971-73; Father Edward Korte 
1973-74; Father Ken Schaeffer 1974-79; Father Robert 
Krystosek 1979-1980; and Father John Odermann 1980-

Some parishioners in reminiscing recall all the outdoor 
processions and the Resurrection Mass Holy Saturday even­
ing which usually had an outdoor procession and the bells 
would be rung. It was really a meaningful occasion. 

The parish hasn't always been served by Benedectine 
pastors. It has had some diocesan priests. 

The release time CCD program was started when 
Gladstone School annexed to the Dickinson School District. 
The religion education was two weeks in the summer time 
after school was out when nuns were available. There was a 
time when nuns taught at Gladstone. Years ago there was a 
Saturday morning class. 

The year of 1973 was another year of progress in the 
church history with the building of a new church. The time of 
the big altars is gone so the church does not have one. The 
communion rails are a thing of the past. The small altars are 

Father Vincent Wiget took care of St. Thomas and St. Philips. 
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the present trend. The extra parking lot was donated by Mrs. 
Barbara Schabary. The lot was paved when the city streets 
were paved. 

When Father Albert Leary was our pastor, he gave the 
parish the chimes. When the new church was built, the 
chimes were moved to it. 

Father Feeney was the pastor when the decision was 
made to build the church. 

Father Korte came to a hole in the ground and he held 
mass in the school gym till the basement was ready to have 
mass. The bell from the old church is mounted in a tower on 
the northwest corner of the church yard. 

Father Ken Schaeffer was the resident pastor from 
1974-79. While Father Ken was the pastor the CCD classes had 
their balloon field mass. The children attached their name 
and address to the ballons and sent them off into the sky. 

Father Robert Krystosek took care of the parish, but he 
also taught at New England St. Mary's. Father Krystosek 
became ill and the parish was without a pastor again.The 
parish has always been very fortunate to be able to fill in from 
the Dickinson parishes or the Abbey. 

Father John Odermann became resident pastor in July of 
1980. He is still the pastor. Along with the St. Thomas Parish, 
he takes care of the St. Philips Parish at Hirschville. 

REMEMBER: WHEN THE KIDS THOUGHT THE LEE HOUSE 
WAS HAUNTED? (AND EVERY OTHER EMPTY HOUSE IN 

TOWN) 

Barber shop and Creamery in Rose Kono's house. 

1901 • Mr. E. B. Partridge was the manager of the Hotel 
Gladstone, the hotel constructed by J. S. Letts and A. A. 
Robinson. Dominick Lefor played the accordion for the first 
Kirwei at the homestead of Adam Lefor, Sr. John Little replac­
ed John Wieglenda as a director on the school board. A. L. 
Ritt is a Gladstone resident. The R. W. Neal family arrives. 

REMEMBER: WHEN ROSE ZILLICH SLEPT THRU ENGLISH 
CLASS? 

Altar Society of St. Thomas Parish. 
1915 - The first Ladies Sodality of the St. Thomas Church. Top row left to right: Mrs. Christ Grassel, Mrs. 
John Reiner, Mrs. Nick Kronbauer, Mrs. J. P. Reuter. Middle row: Mrs. Joe Kaufman, Mrs. Regina 
Tolzman, Mrs. Anton Focht, Mrs. Anton Degel, Mrs. Stole and Mrs. Anton Freer. Bottom row: Mrs. Peter 
Becker, Mrs. Jacob Krier, Mrs. Anton Reilly, and Mrs. Frank Bayer. 
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1902 • Mrs. J. S. Letts leased the Hotel Gladstone to Ed R. 
Bonnie. Carl Paduch is a resident. Herman Hollst is an imple­
ment dealer, he sold a lot of plows in '02. Grade students this 
year were Claire Turner, Erwin Lenz, Ferdnand Prince, W. K. 
Deigle, Alice Lenz, Byron Gaylen, Katherine Dassinger. Cryne, 
Stoxen, Kittell, Little, and Brown comprise the school board. 
Palma Enger, age five, dies of diphtheria in June and is buried 
in Pioneer Lutheran Cemetery nine miles southeast of Glad­
stone. 

REMEMBER: ANN SIMON AND HER DEVOTION OF HER 
FACE? 

1903 - The H T Ranch operation is phased out. S. D. 
Gregg helped move many of the firms buildings out of Glad­
stone. Part of one of the big barns was moved by him to the 
present Anton Martin farm. The building was torn down in 
1943 when Frank Martin occupied the site. Charles Tear broke 
his leg while helping Gregg move the H T buildings. The old 
H T house was purchased by J. S. Birdsall and used as their 
family home for many years, then by John Martin, and the Ray 
Brost family. School board still consists of Cryne, Stoxen, Kit-
tell, Little, and Brown. 

REMEMBER: WHEN MARJORIE KAMP WAS KNOWN FOR 
HER FAST TROT? 

1904 - B. Martin family arrives. A. M. Packard is farming 
in the Gladstone area. Edward R. Bonney, hotel manager, 
elected to clerk of school board. No other board changes. 

REMEMBER: WHEN PETER "SPUD" MARTIN WAS KNOWN 
AS "THE LITTLE FIXER" AND PAULINE LEFOR WAS CALLED 

DYNA-MITE? 

1905 - Koesel Bros., general store owners, sell out to 
Adam Lefor Sr. and the Lefor boys including Adam A. Lefor 
the founder of Lefor. It was called the Lefor Store and was 
located a bit west northwest of the present Valentine Sickler 
Sr. residence which was also owned by Adam A. Lefor at that 

time and later by J. P. Reuter. 

Building on left is the Gladstone State Bank. The building on 
the far right is the Rothschiller Hotel. 

Number eight 
pulling out of Gladstone. 

GLADSTONE'S FIRST BANK 
The Gladstone State Bank is chartered by A. L. Simpson, 

L. W. Richards, and George W. Lee. The bank which was 
located on two lots where the present post office stands, re­
mained there until it was destroyed by fire in 1933. The facility 
dissolved after the fire. 

Julius Hoist built the elevator in '05, that later became 
known as the Occident Elevator. Anton Degel helped con­
struct the foundation for this facility. The North Dakota 
Legislture provided $20,000.00 in advertising money this year 
for advertising the Homestead Lands in North Dakota. The 
school board consisted of Oscar Dutche, Clerk; H. C. Stoxen, 
Treasurer; and Directors, Charles Hagburg, John Little, and 
M. C. Brown. 

FIRST TWO ROOMS OF GRADE SCHOOL CONSTRUCTED 
In 1905 the school population was on the increase and 

the citizens voted to construct a new two room grade school. 
This was to be the west half of the old two-story four-room 
grade school that was torn down in 1963. The Gladstone 
School District No. 2 was bonded in September of '05 for 
$4,000.00 with an interest rate of 4% payable semi-annually. 
This bond was paid on August 31, 1925. 

The lower grades occupied the first floor and the upper 
grades, including grade nine, had their quarters on the sec­
ond floor. Mr. Weiner was the contractor and the basement 
was dug by Churney and Rascho, basement diggers. Some of 
the students who attended this school included: Stephan 
Dassinger, Lorenz Dassinger, Grover Jopp, Elsie Jopp Kirsch, 
George Focht, Jack Grassel, Tina Brown, Hazel Lee Prindle, 
Arthur Johnson, and Harvey Candee. 

REMEMBER: WHEN EVERYONE KNEW EVERYONE AND HIS 
DOG BY FIRST NAME? 

1906 - Peter Tormaschy homestead approved. George 
Lee purchases the first motor car in Gladstone, a 1906 Buick. 
School board unchanged. 

REMEMBER: WHEN IT WAS "BIG STUFF" TO BE OLD 
ENOUGH TO BE UPSTAIRS IN THE OLD GRADE SCHOOL? 

1907 -Jacob Rothschiller buys the Colombia Hotel at the 
present Farmers Union Oil Co. location. Hotel included a 
livery and a saloon. Rothschiller added a second floor after 
the purchase. Charles Pearson purchased the first Ford in 
Stark County. Pearson was a resident of Gladstone. Robert 
Neal and C. C. Turner elected to school board to serve with 
Hagburg, Stoxen, and Cryne. Frank Bogner family arrives. 

REMEMBER: THE GOOD TIMES SKATING AROUND TIRE 
FIRES ON THE 'OL HEART RIVER AND ANTELOPE CREEK? 
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1908 - The first mention of summer fallow as a farming 
term emerges this year. Bill and Anna Merlock were operating 
a general store. Emanuel and Elizabeth Roth Wanner, parents 
of John E. Wanner, are homesteading north of Gladstone. No 
change in the school board. 

REMEMBER: WHEN MR. VON RUDEN CAUGHT FRANK 
BROST DANCING IN THE CLASS ROOM? 

1909 - Dolwig and Duckhorn purchase the General Store, 
and also operate a movie hall. The Catholic Church is 
destroyed by fire after a lightning bolt strikes. Rothschiller 
buys New York Hotel from Adam A. Lefor. (This was probably 
James G. Campbell's original residence) The Lefor Brothers 
sell their general mechandise and implement dealership at a 
profit of $7,000.00 per stockholder, a tremendous amount of 
money in those days. It's assumed that this is how Lefor ob­
tained the necessary funds to found the community of Lefor 
which he did in 1911. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ward are 
residents. E. C. David. The Peter Dassingers. Phillip Haich, 
farmer seven miles north of town, dies at young age. Walter 
Schneider had a barber shop and lunch counter. Peter Simon 
was the village blacksmith. A. F. Reilly opened a sand pit a 
half mile southwest of town. Andrew Jopp is still in business. 
L. E. Smith is the miller at the old mill. Lee's Lumber Yard is in 
opeation. John Kohl loses two children in a house fire on the 
homestead north of Gladstone. The Catholic Cemetery is 
located on what was called Boot Hill a mile south of town. 
(See 1931) Catholic services are being held in the school. 
Gladstone Mercantile in business. Mandan Merchantile in 
business in the present park area on the north side. 
Gladstone State Bank total resources in 1909 - $69,072.54. A. 
L. Ritt buys Charlie Pearsons Ford Runabout. John Jungers is 
the manager of the Farmers Elevator. The F. L. Pounds are 
residents. J. W. Pavlicek was tried for selling beer and 
whiskey at the Colombia Hotel Saloon after it had been closed 
by a prohibition law. He was found guilt and received a jail 
sentence of 90 days, $200 fine, and $100 court costs. Martin 
Merlak was operating a general store. School board unchang­
ed. 

REMEMBER: WHEN SWEDE HAGBURG PUSHED HIS TWO-
WHEELED CART TO MEET THE MAIL TRAIN? 

The Farmers Grain Elevator befce it was bought by J. S. 
Birdsall. 

West view of old mill, note the former Anton Focht, 
Leiss and present Frank Forester residence. 

John 

This is Sue Grassel's father's Gas Aultman Taylor tractor driving a threshing machine. 
George worked in the plant. 

JOHN KAMPF 

Livery, Sale and 
Feed Barn 

Gladstone, - North Dakota 

MARTIN'S BAR 

You Name It 
If I t ' s In The Bot t le 

We've Got It 
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WW's - THE OLD MILL BURNS 
(1st Time) 

The east view of the old mill and note the cave in the foreground below the old parish 
house. 

Joe C. 
teens. 

Birdsall in his early 

On the night of January 12, 1910, the old mill became 
history as it was destroyed by fire. Mrs. Anton "Rose" Degel 
remembers the night it burned. The Degels had just recently 
been married. Rose said she remembers the excitement when 
the mill caught fire. She says she was so new to the com­
munity at the time that she hadn't even seen the mill before it 
burned. (See complete story in 1885) 

Flashes from 1910: The Turner and Cryne Land Office 
building was constructed in 1910 just west of the present 
post office building. Joseph J. Meyer sold his land south of 
town to George Ulchak for $25.00 an acre cash, and Meyer 
then purchased farm land north of town. Malcome Pippin was 
principal of Gladstone schools. Mrs. Jarves was the in­
termediate teacher and Mrs. Pfrenner primary teacher. High 
school students attending Dickinson High that year were Ber­
tha Cook, Gladys Candee, Opel Lawhead, and Roy Heck. 
Joseph Anton had a livery business in Gladstone. Adam A, 
Lefor set his posts for telephone lines from Gladstone to St. 
Elizabeth's Parish at Lefor. The Peoples Telephone Company 
was setting poles for lines to connect Gladstone, Taylor, and 
Richardton. Dr. J. P. Weyrens and A. L. Ritt owned a drug 
store in the Gladstone State Bank Building. Dr. Weyrens from 
Dickinson called on Gladstone residents twice each week. 
Peter Simon built a new blacksmith shop. Jacob Rothschiller 
remodels the main floor of the Colombia Hotel and turns a 
portion into a general merchandise store. Joe C. Birdsall set­
tles on the Birdsall homestead on Antelope Creek, the site of 
the present Elmer Dukart farm. Oscar Dietsche is the 
postmaster. Dietsche followed R. J. Turner. On May 10, Miss 
Elsie Jopp married Peter J. Kirsch. Rufus B. Lee won the Na­
tional Rifle Association Medal on July 3 at the Dickinson Rifle 
Club competition. The school board consisted of G. S. Cryne, 
Clerk; W. L. Doorman, Treasurer; Directors - Charles Hagburg, 

Julius Holtz, and C. C. Turner. Some other farmers and 
homesteaders who arrived and where they farmed this 
decade: George and B. Dauenhauer Gratz, S. 4, T. 140, R. 94; 
Math and Theresa Hack Knaup, S. 12, T. 138, R. 94; Franz and 
Margareta Crist Kolling, S. 23, T. 138, R. 95; Paul and Eva 
Styer, S. 1, T. 138, R. 94; Joseph and Cecelia Knoll Wolf, S. 2, 
T. 138, R. 95. 

REMEMBER: ALBERT LENTZ WAS THE SHOEMAKER? 

1911 - Ewald Feiler is born on the homestead owned by 
Kathryn Wanner. Jacob Rothschiller elected to school board 
as director. Catholic church purchases the lots to construct 
new church. Peter Kirsch goes into business in Jopp Store, 
called Kirsch and Jopp. 

REMEMBER: WHEN ALL THE OLD PEOPLE IN TOWN WERE 
CALLED GRANDMA AND GRANDPA? 

SCHILTZ GARAGE 

General Repair ing 
Arc and Acetylene Welding 

GLADSTONE, NORTH DAKOTA 
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1912 - James G. Campbell dies in Bakersfield, California. 
Charlie Stein, tinsmith in Gladstone, built the house that 
stood behind the Gladstone Bar until the early 1960's. This 
house had tin siding and was lived in at various times by the 
Cliff Davises, Johnnie Neurohrs, John Leisses, Cap Weilers 
and others. Franz and Mathias Bayer, and Franz's son-in-law 
John Loh and John's father bought the Juliust Hoist business 
of grain buying, lumber and farm machinery located at the 
present Occident Elevator site. They operated this facility un­
til 1917 when it became the Occident Elevator. The Bayer and 
Loh firm also operated a Dodge automobile agency during 
this period. J. J. and L. Rude opened a general store in May in 
Julist Hoist's building on main in the Gladstone Lumber 
building. Lorenz Rudrich and Theresa Focht were wed on 
Easter Monday. Hoist's hall served as a dance hall. It was 
located where the fire hall is today and was called the Opera 
House. Teachers in the school system were H. O. Pippin, 
Adaline Jarvis, and Inis Cameron. President Roosevelt 
defeated Taft at the Gladstone polls 22-0. John Little held a 
farm auction at the Antelope Creek homestead on March 4. 
The great Williams Jennings Bryan passed thru Gladstone in 
March. Krier and Wegesser's store was a flourishing concern. 
John Kampf, the Justice of the Peace, had a barber shop. The 
following residents attended the big celebration at St. 
Elizabeth's Church in Lefor in May: Jacob Rothschiller, C. C. 
Turner, Peter Kirsch, Grover Jopp, Miss Regina Duckhorn, 
John Dolwig family, Peter Simon, and Math Bayer. The Ger­
man Hungarian Telephone Company was in existence with 
John Feimer the manager. Jack Grasl won a gramophone in a 
drawing at Mandan Merchantile on April 12. The Rothschiller 
Hotel, formerly the Colombia, is operating. Alfred Skinner 
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Lone Star School south of Gladstone with Mary Candee as 
the teacher. 

In front of Bayer and Loh Lumber and Grain. Pictured are 
Shorty Valley, Jack Grassel, and Pete Kirsch. 

built a big barn. Rothschiller runs for sheriff. Josph Mayer, 
Jacob Krier, Math Wehner, Arthur Sterland, Ned Culver, other 
names from the year. Joe Birdsall gave the welcome at a 
school function. Those on the school honor roll were: 
Ellsworth Hagburg, grade one; Katie Kolwig, grade two; John­
nie Wieglenda, grade three; Frank Rothschiller, grade four; 
Regina Grasl, grade six; Joe Reilly, grade eight; and Margaret 
Reilly, grade nine. Other students included Marvel Brown, 
Herman Hardin, Charlie Duckhorn, Clare Turner, Nick 
Wegesser, Nora Provolt, Fred Birdsall, Lawrence Brennen, 
John Herr, Albert Lenz, and Gladys Brennen. Frank Dobner Jr. 
homesteaded two miles west. W. G. Watts was the cashier at 
the bank. John Dolwig, Math Bayer, William Prindle, and 
Jacob Rothschiller scheduled a preliminary meeting to 
organize a fire department. Gladstone had a doctor by the 
name of Egertson Sproule with offices in the Rothschiller 
Hotel. The Merlak family sold their firm and moved to Billings, 
Montana. The post office stood on lot 1, block 14. Directors of 
the farmers Elevator Co. included C. C. Turner, Carl Huth, 
John Little, O. A. Dietsche, and John H. Schneider. Math 
Wehner was the manager. Gladstone State Bank directors 
were Juluis Hollst, L. A. Simpson, and John Little. The school 
board consisted of Anthony Reilly, Clerk; W. L. Doohman, 
Treasurer; and Charles Hagburg, John Dolwig, and Jacob 
Rothschiller, Directors. 

REMEMBER: WHEN SUPERINTENDENT WALT HOFF 
CAUGHT TWO GRADE SCHOOL STUDENTS SMOOCHING IN 

THE JANITORIAL AREA OF THE OLD SCHOOL? 

Above school with teacher L. F. Green. 
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The Gladstone Fire Department has come a long ways since 
1912. 

Gladstone Fire Department 
Gladstone is a small community located in the 

southwestern part of North Dakota. Settlers and emigrants 
began making their homes in what is now the city of 
Gladstone in the early 1880's. By the year 1912 Gladstone had 
grown considerably and on August 17 the first meeting of 
what was later called Gladstone Commercial Club was held. 
This organization was instrumental in the organization of the 
Gladstone Fire Department. 

On October 26, 1912, the Gladstone Commercial Club 
met in the Gladstone Mercantile Co. store for the purpose of 
creating a fire department.The officers elected during this 
meeting were: W. L. Prindle, Fire Chief; Peter Kirsch, Assis­
tant Chief; Peter Simon, Captain Engine No. 1, assistant Matt 
Bayer; Grover Jopp, Captain Engine No. 2, assistant H. B. Pro-
bolt; Ladder Chief was Matt Wehner and assistant was Carl 
Duckhorn. The fire engines at that time consisted of forty 
gallon capacity tanks charged with the release of soda and 
acid into the tank. In those days it was most appropriate to 
have strong men in charge of the fire engines, as they were 
pull type carts, mostly pulled by hand method. 

The only charter member of the Gladstone Fire Depart­
ment still living is Peter Kirsch. Mr. Kirsch continued active in 
the Gladstone Fire Department down thru the years. The past 
several years he has made his home in Dickinson, although 
he has continued to attend the annual meeting of the Depart­
ment. On September 30,1975, the Gladstone Fire Department 
honored Mr. Kirsch by presenting him with a plaque in 
recognition of 63 years of continued service and loyalty to the 
Gladstone Fire Department. 

During those first years the Fire Department and Com­
mercial Club acted more or less as one body. Dues were 
assessed each member at twenty five cents per month. It was 
not until April 10, 1923, that the Gladstone Commercial Club 
and Fire Department were separated into two distinct 
organizations. From then on the Fire Department was known 
as the Gladstone Volunteer Fire Department. 

In November of 1912, the first membership dues amoun­
ting to $10.00 were sent to the State Firemen's Association. 
The first delegates elected from the Fire Department to at­
tend the State Convention was in 1913. Those delegates were 
C. C. Turner, Peter Simon, and Jacob Krier. The ironic part of 
being a delegate in those days was they each paid their own 
expenses. In 1934 three delegates were given $25.00 to go to 

the convention. About this time a Water Cart Chief and 
assistant was appointed and also a Supply Chief and assis­
tant. The water carts were also two wheel hand carts, which 
held about 40 gallons of water. They were kept full of water in 
the fire hall and used at fires as supply to recharge the soda 
and acid engines. 

In 1919, the membership and monthly dues of the Com­
mercial Club and Fire Department were finally eliminated. 
About the year 1921 the first formal fund raising event was 
held, a Firemen's Dance. This practice of raising funds is still 
carried on today in many departments. In the minutes of 
November 26, 1923, the Fire Chief was authorized to appoint 
someone to guard the furnishings that would be carried out 
on the street, during a fire, from being stolen. Nowadays this 
is commonly called looting. The first recorded income from 
the State Insurance Tax was in 1925 in the amount of $69.13. 

Every year at the annual meeting new members were ac­
cepted into the Fire Department. Probably the best known 
member to join the Gladstone Volunteer Dire Department in 
1928 was A. F. (Tony) Putschler. In 1931 he was elected cap­
tain of one of the fire engines and held that position until 
moving to Dickinson in 1940. He immediately joined the 
Dickinson Volunteer Fire Department. After going through the 
ranks of the Dickinson Volunteer Fire Department he was 
elected Chief and served in that capacity in 1948, 1949 and 
1950. Giving up the Fire Chief rank, Tony continued to serve in 
the Fire Department as an active member and was selected 
by the City Commission for the first full-time paid chief for 
the City of Dickinson, effective July 1,1961. He served in that 
capacity until he retired in 1971. 

During the early years of the Gladstone Fire Department, 
the small church bell was rung as the signal of a fire 
somewhere. On Halloween it wasn't uncommon for the fire 
bell to be rung by pranksters. By 1928 Gladstone grew to De 
quite a thriving town. The Fire Department continously added 
new equipment. Quite a number of smaller fire extinguishers 
were purchased and installed at various places around town. 

By the early 1930's, quite a number of men held the posi­
tion of Fire Chief. It was in the year 1933 that Grover Jopp, 
was elected chief. He held this position until 1968, when due 
to ill health, he asked to be relieved of his position as Fire 
Chief. In 1959 he was presented with a 25 yea plaque honor­
ing him as a long time fireman. He was one of the charter 
members still living at that time. Replacing Grover Jopp as 
chief was Ray Brost and assistant chief was Howard Weber. 
Ray Brost held this position until 1973 when for health 
reasons at that time he resigned. Appointed chief was 
Howard Weber. Chief Weber served one year as President of 
the North Dakota Fire Chiefs Association. 

In 1938 the Fire Department, being the only organized 
body in the township, purchased the Heart River Township 
Hall from the township board for the sum of $50.00. This pro­
perty was later sold to the village of Gladstone for the same 
amount of money. The Fire Department had use of the 
building for storing its equipment. 

Farmers Union Oil Co 

"Our Profi ts Are Your Dividends" 

Ed. Gartner, Mgr. 

Phone 4291 
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REMEMBER: WHEN THE KIDS WERE AFRAID TO GO THRU 
THE TUNNEL FROM THE OLD GRADE SCHOOL TO THE 

GYM? 

1913 - Peter Kirsch builds his ten-room home on the cliff 
overlooking the Heart River. It is now the home of Richard 
Kraiter. 

TWO MORE ROOMS ADDED TO GRADE SCHOOL 
A bond issue was passed on May 31,1913, in the amount 

of $4,000.00 at 4% interest to construct another two rooms to 
the grade school. I. G. Nelson was the contractor. The two 
rooms were built on the east side of the structure, making it a 
four classroom school that stood until 1963. It contained, in 
addition to the classrooms, two lavatories, cloak rooms, and 
libraries. Lorenz Rudrich and Jim Conner helped with the 
basement. The rocks used in the basement were obtained 
from Reilly's hill south of town. The 1913 school term had a 
sophomore enrollment. The school board that summer voted 
not to offer any high school courses the following ycar. High 
school courses resumed in 1914 thru grade 11. The earliest 
recorded enrollment of high school students was in the 
school year of 1910 and 1911. Beulah Brown, Gladys Candee, 
and Clifford Gregg were students. Cryne, Doohman, Hagburg, 
Dolwig, and Turner-were on the school board when the se­
cond portion of the old grade school was constructed. 

REMEMBER: WHEN IT WAS GREAT FUN TO PLAY ON THE 
ISLAND BELOW THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AREA? 

1913 GLADSTONE BUSINESSES AND THEIR LOCATION 
The Colombia Hotel was located where the Farmers Union 

Oil Co. is today. The Turner-Cryne Land Office was located the 
lot west of the present post office. The Gladstone State Bank 
was at the present post office site. (The post office at that 
time was located in the bank). Then there was a vacant lot 

followed by the Dolwig and Duckhorn General Store, the Mer-
nak General Store, The Lee Lumber Yard, (later become 
Gladstone Lumber location), then two vacant lots, then the 
Kirsch and Jopp General Store and the Krier and Weggessor 
store, all in Block 14. Across the street was Bayer and Loh's 
grain and lumber business (present site of Occident Elevator). 
The Gladstone Milling Co. Mill & Elevator were at the old mill 
site. There was a fire hall just across the street and west of 
the present fire hall. The Opera House or dance and meeting 
hall was at the present site of the fire hall. In block 13 Reilly's 
Hotel stood on the corner of the present Gladstone Truck-
Tractor Service. Grasl's Meat Market was located in the pre­
sent Rose and Anton Degel Jr., home, and Simon's 
Blacksmith was located in block 13, just two lots west of the 
present Miller residence formerly owned by the Lowell 
Schilitz's. On the north side of the tracks the Farmers 
Elevator was what became the Birdsall Elevator. Just west of 
the Farmers Elevator (Birdsall) stood the Powers Elevator, 
and just west of that the Mandan Merchantile and Lumber 
Company. The Methodist Church was located in the park area 
on the north side. The Catholic Church was at its present site 
as was the school. This was the complete picture of 
Gladstone in 1913. The stockyards were installed in the early 
20's. 

1915 - On June 24,1914, the Wolfe Addition to Gladstone 
on the north side of the tracks was surveyed and plotted by 
W. R. Veigel. C. J. Duckhorn and Mathias Bayer were elected 
to the school board in place of Hagburg and Cryne. Franz 
Bayer builds a house just east of the Anton Degel home. Karl 
and Maria Huth move into Gladstone. Pete Zillich comes to 
Gladstone. Kathryn Simon Feiler is born two houses east of 
Degel's residence. Anna Huth is a grade school student and 
works at the Kirsch and Jopp store after school. Nick and An­
na Kronbaur bought the present Math Nuerohr farm. Zillich is 
working as a horse trainer for John Wieglenda. S. D. Gregg is 
operating a Nichols and Sheppard self-propelled thresher 
with a 32 inch separator called the Red River Special. 

in 
f IB 

Public School Children October 1915. These students spread to every part of the United 
States, but most stayed around the Gladstone area and raised their families. These 
families have spread and have many professions and trades. Teachers were Margaret 
Reiley of Gladstone and Miss Kostelecky from Dickinson. Not all students are identified. 
Some of the students are Fred, Joe, and Marvel Birdsall; Kathryn Dassinger; Kathryn, 
Wilhamina, and Richard Dolwig; Anna and Eva Huth; Andrus, Ellsworth, and Charles 
Hagburg; Kidya Lenz; Kathryn Conners; Frank Rothschiller; Jacob P. Herold; Anna Grassel; 
Catherine and John P. Zwick; Kathryn and Margaret Krier; Kathryn Kaufman; Mary and An­
na Worth; Clara and Adeline Turner; the Brenen sisters; and another Lenz and Herr 
youngster. 
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Many of the pictured above were members of the Gladstone State Second Place Team in 1915. Back row left to right: Umpire Vince 
Gregg. Players - Frank Martin, Fred Schaff, Schi, John Keck, and George Martin. Front row: Schmitty, Hagburg, Charlie Hagburg, and 
Richard Dolwig. 

REMEMBER: WHEN GROVER JOPP COULD 
ANYTHING OLD WORK? 

MAKE 

BASEBALL TEAM TAKES SECOND IN STATE IN 1915 
Baseball received its first great impetus in 1915 when the 

Gladstone nine placed second in the state tournament. The 
Gladstone nine had fielded strong teams in 1913 and 1914. 
These teams consisted of H. O. Pippin, later the president of 
Dickinson State Teachers College, H. M. Pippin, his brother, 
D. B. Hunt, Waesome, Dietsche, Prindle, Schoquist, C. C. 
Turner was the manager. Other baseballers from 1915 thru 
1933 included Charles Hagburg, Joe Reilly, Ells Hagburg, 
Anders Hagburg, Fred Schaaf, George Reilly, S. D. Gregg, L 
L. Shimota, who was also Superintendent of Schools in 
Gladstone, Richard Dolwig, Harold Brennan, John Zwick, 
Frank Martin, Alfred Dolwig, and Jack Kuntz. 

REMEMBER: EVELYN BOOKE AND HER BOBBY PIN WAVE? 

1916-17 - Many families during this period lost loved ones 
because of the flu epidemic. Sometimes people would be 
found dead in their homes after a long period of time because 
they could not be reached during the winter months. In 1917, 
Peter Kirsch built the new Kirsch and Jopp Store that stood 
thru the 50's just west of the present city shop. The Powers 
Elevator was still operating, Herman Ehlert, manager. It was 
located just west of the J. S. Birdsall elevator. This elevator 
was built some time in the 1890's and was either dismantled 
or burned in the 1920's. The old ball diamond and the 
stockyards was also located in this area. Teachers included 
Miss Brown, Miss Cuskelly, Miss Waddell, Miss Conners, 
Miss Michaels, and Miss Candee. Students included Blanch 
and Lydia Shupe, Adelaide Turner. John Zwick built his 
residence in the north part of Gladstone. It had one of the first 
block basements in town. This residence served as the John 
Leiss home and is now owned by the Ervin Heideckers. Jack 
Reilly was farming west of Gladstone. Other names in '17: Ole 
Olson, Mrs. Katie Metzger, Dominick Hillys, Carl Duckhorn, 
Mathias Wehner, Andrew Haydu, Andrew and John Loh, John 
Schank, Frank Printz, Peter Schiff, Christ Grasl. The school 
board consisted of Clerk, Jacob Krier; Treasurer, W. L. 
Doohman; Directors, Mathias Bayer, John Dolwig, and 
Charles Hagburg. 
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Private First Class George Wieglenda 

REMEMBER: WHEN FRED BIRDSALL HAD "MEDICINE" IN 
HIS POCKET FOR ALL THE KIDS? 

Gladstone Soldier Boy had a Premonition of Death 
for a Long Time 

Pvt. 1C George Wieglenda, Company M, Regiment 
26th, Division 1st, Service Infantry, was killed in action, 
Argonne Forest, France, October 9, 1918, age 21. 

That George Wieglenda, a Gladstone boy who gave his 
life for his country on the battlefield in France, had a 
premonition that would overtake him, is evidenced by a 
sheet of verses found in his mother's trunk, when opened 
by his mother, Mrs. John H. Wieglenda. The verses were 
enclosed in an envelope, dated just prior to his enlistment 
into service, and marked as follows: "This envelope to be 
opened only after my death or disappearance", signed 
George. 

The Isles of the Blest, they say. 
The Isles of the Blest. 
Are Peaceful and Happy by Day and by Night 
Far Away in the glorious west 
They need not the moon in that land of delight, 
They need not the pale, pale star. 
The sun is bright by day and by night, 
Where the souls of the blessed are. 
They till not the ground, the plow not the wave, 
They labor not-never of never! 
Not a tear do they shed, not a sigh do they heave, 
They are happy forever and forever! 
I hear a voice you cannot hear, 
Which says I must not stay, 
I see a hand you cannot see, 
Which beckons me away. 
George wrote many letters to his mother and father 

never complaining of the hardships he went through. He 
saw many of his buddies fall before him. 

His brother Harry was a captain at sea. Harry also 
died for his country. 

George and Harry had one longing - just to come 
home and see their dear old mother and father, John and 
Lillian - but they were called to soon by "a voice you cannot 
hear". 

1918 - Juliana Reiss Freer, mother of Mrs. Valentine 
Sickler, Sr. dies. Anton Degel, Sr. buys meat market from 
Christ Grassel. Anton had leased it previously and worked in 
the meat business elsewhere prior to the purchase. The facili­
ty is still the home of Rose, Anton's wife, and son Anton 
Degel Jr., the two longest continuous living residents of 
Gladstone. Grover Jopp opens his Gladstone Motor Co. 
business on the north side of the tracks. (Grover later built at 
the present city shop site - see 1929). 

LADIES SODALITY FORMED 
The first ladies sodality of St. Thomas Catholic Church 

was formed around 1915. Father Felix was the pastor of the 
church at this time. The original members included: Mrs. 
Christ Grassel, Mrs. John Reiner, Mrs. Nick Krombauer, Mrs. 
J. P. Reuter, Mrs. Joe Kaufman, Mrs. Regina Tolzman, Mrs. 
Anton Focht, Mrs. Anton Degel, Mrs. Stole, Mrs. Anton Freer, 
Mrs. Peter Becker, Mrs. Jacob Krier, Mrs. Anton Reilly, and 
Mrs. Frank Bayer. 

REMEMBER: WHEN MATH NEUROHR AND MARVIN WAN­
NER CARRIED THEIR LITTLE BAG OF BULL DURHAM 
BEHIND THE TREES ON THE SCHOOL GROUND DURING 

RECESS? 

1919 - Regina Duckhorn and R. B. Lee elected to 
Gladstone school board in place of W. L. Dohrmann and John 
A. Loh. 

TOWN GETS SECOND BANK 
Adam A. Lefor, founder of the Lefor community, 

established the Farmers State Bank in Gladstone in 1919. The 
bank is originally located in the Gladstone Lumber Co. 
building. The bank lasted just nine years as it was incor­
porated with the Farmers State Bank in Dickinson in 1928. 
The Farmers State Bank of Dickinson was dissolved in 1944 
by Lefor before he moved to Salem, Oregon. 

REMEMBER: WHEN THE KIDS WERE SCARED OF 
NEUROHR? (JOHN C.) 

•OLD" 

Gladstone Motor Co. 
GROVER JOPP, Prop. 

Gladstone, North Dakota 
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W20 - THE ROARIN' TWENTIES 
- A TIME OF LITTLE CHANGE -

George Tormaschy is jacking up his sister Eva's car in front of the Gladstone Motor Company north of 
the tracks built in 1918. 

• - — . . . M M M 

The old school building, first half built in 1905, and the second half built in 1913. Razed in 1963. 
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The research for this book provided little for this period. 
One of the prime sources of information, The Dickinson 
Press, had been destroyed by fire. This covered a time period 
of 1917 thru 1929. However, after the black out the only 
changes were the disappearance of the Rothschiller Hotel, the 
Reilly Hotel, and the Powers Elevator. Most of the old timers 
insist that all three structures were destroyed by fire in the 
early 1920's. The post office is believed to have moved from 
the present site, to the corner north of the Farmers Union Oil 
Co., back into the Farmers Union Oil building, and back to the 
present site in the period between 1919 and 1934. 

REMEMBER: THE TACKLE FOOTBALL PLAYED ON THE 
ROCKY SCHOOL GROUND UNTIL SUPERINTENDENT HOFF 
PUT HIS FOOT DOWN AFTER BUMPS, BRUISES, AND IN­

JURIES? 

1920 - Jacob Krier is the postmaster and also operates a 
store. This marked the start of diversified farming, instead of 
one crop, wheat. Some modernization and mechanization in 
farming was taking place. The Gladstone stockyards were 
operating north of the railroad tracks. Gladstone was fre­
quented by a stock buyer from the east by the name of Booke. 
Peter Kirsch and Joe Helbling start the International 
Harvestor dealership. Katherine Krier Herold moved to 
Gladstone. The present town hall is built. The county had a 
township form of government at this time and the hall was us­
ed for meetings, parties, and dances. The area's claim to 
fame in either the 20's or 30's was a James Grogan, a 
Gladstone youth who went on to gain national fame as one of 
the top ice figure skaters of the nation and a star in the Ice 
Capades of Los Angeles, California. He learned the fun­
damentals of skating as a boy in Gladstone and took up figure 

This is the present Farmer's Union building when it was located across the street and behind 
the post office. It at times served as a grocery store, general store, and barber shop. When this 
picture was taken in 1920, it served as a hang out for the old timers pictured in this photograph 
including: A. Hess, Carl Huth, F. Thomas, J. Krier, J. Reiner, P. Kolling, C. Grassel, J. Strieker, 

J. Duckhorn, J. Loh, M. Remsey, J. Zwick, J. Kampf, and P. Walery. 

This is the same building as above after it was moved to the present Farmers Union site. 

33 



skating after the family moved west. The school board in 1920 
consisted of Clerk, Jacob Krier; Treasurer, Regina Duckhorn; 
President, John Dolwig; and Directors, Charles Hagburg and 
John Loh. 

REMEMBER: WHEN HOWARD CANDEE LEARNED HOW TO 
KNIT DURING MRS. McBRIDE'S MATH CLASS? 

1921 - R. B. Lee is back on the school board in place of 
Charles Hagburg. The enrollment of Gladstone High School's 
three grades reached 16. 

REMEMBER: WHEN SPUD MARTIN SPENT A LOT OF TIME 
AT THE GREEN RIVER BRIDGE? 

1922 - Thomas Fimrite comes to Gladstone as manager 
of the Mandan Mercantile Lumber Yard. The yard was at first 
located west of the Birdsall and Powers Elevators and later 
moved to the present park area on the north side. The firm 
handled hardware, lumber and John Deere Machinery. Peter 
Simon joins Lee, Loh, Dolwig, and Krier on the school board. 
John Dolwig, Peter Kirsch, Anton Degel, and other purchased 
the property of Jacob Rothschiller where the Colombia Hotel 
had stood. From this, the research would indicate that the 
Colombia burned down prior to 1922. 

REMEMBER: LENA KOLLING AND HER CHILDISH WAYS? 

Located center left - the old Mandan Merchantile Lumber Com­
pany. This is located just west of the Zwick Hall, later known as 

Reilly Grocery. 

J. S. Birdsall, prior to going into business at the Old Mill 
Elevator. John Martin is elected to the school board. 

REMEMBER: WHEN LEE LEISS BROKE HIS SWEETHEARTS 
ARM? 

1926 - The mother of Glen Neal, Mabel Neal, passes away 
in the flu epidemic of that year. Ray Gress appointed director 
of the school board after R. B. Lee resigned. George Focht 
elected to school board. 

REMEMBER: WHEN DON WANNER WAS CONSIDERED A 
HOT DOG? (TURNED OUT TO BE A PRETTY NICE GUY) 

1927 - John and Anna Huth Wilier married at St. Thomas 
Catholic Church. School buses start to run in the Gladstone 
school district. Kirsch and Helbling expand by buying the Lee 
Lumber Yard. They now sell lumber and implements. George 
Grassel is school board president. Jacob Krier, Clerk; John 
Dolwig, Treasurer; and John Martin and George Focht, Direc­
tors. Bond issue for new high school is approved. 

REMEMBER: WHEN THE BASKETBALL TEAM PLAYED IN 
GYMNASIUMS IN MEDORA, FRYBURG, AND LEFOR? (LOW 

CEILINGS AND A LACK OF RESTROOM FACILITIES) 

Peter Kirsch residence built in 1913. 

1924 - The sand and gravel pit started by Anthony Reilly 
in 1909 is still operating south of town. Adolph Lenz is work­
ing at the gravel pit. Ray Gress, Sr. starts ranching south of 
Gladstone on the present Leo Stein farm. 

REMEMBER: THE GUY WHO DIDN'T KNOW WHAT COLOR 
GEORGE WASHINGTON'S WHITE HORSE WAS? 

1925 - The use of electricity is coming to the community 
at about this time. The Catholic Church is enlarged. Fred 
Birdsall becomes the manager of the Birdsall Elevator at age 
21. Old timers disagree what elevator was which, but many 
expressed the opinion that the Farmers Elevator was sold to 

Gladstone Main Street 
in 1928. 
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